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PREFACE. 



The Bible, despised though it be, has an adaptation 
to every case, a solace for every fear, a balm for 
every wound, and a power, persuasion, and precious- 
ness that are perfectly supernatural 

One little word from this vast storehouse is 
presented to the reader in the following pages, which 
it is hoped, under God, may stir him up to hope and 
encouragement. 

Doubtless the reader only too well knows that the 
world through which he is journeying towards vast 
Eternity, is a world of sin and sorrow. Under such 
circumstances the cheering word is necessary — some- 
thing to counsel in perplexity, and to comfort in 
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iv PREFACE. 

trial Where is it to be found ? In the Bible ! There 
the promises of a faithful, gracious, long-sufifering 
Ood abound, and from this boundless and inexhaustible 
treasury, Faith is furnished with her pleas and her 
arguments at the footstool of mercy, and before the 
Ood of all grace. 

That the reader may personally experience 

the truthfulness of these remarks, and that the 

contents of this little work may be instrumental in 

strengthening and stimulating him, is the earnest 

prayer of 

The Author. 



St. Luke's, Bedminsteb, 
January^ 1871. 
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"YE T:" 

A MOTTO FOR ALL TIMES AND 

• SEASONS. 



*'Can a "woman's tender care 

Cease toward the child she bare P 
Yea, she may forgetful be, 
Yet will I remember thee. 

** Lord, it is my oft complaint, 
That my love is cold and faint ! 
Yet I love Thee, and adore, 

Oh, for grace to love Thee more." 

Reader, there is a wondrous — we had nearly said a 
magic — ^power in the word of God, when that word 
is taken and applied by the Holy Q-host, 
the sacred Inditer thereof. When so of the 
applied it proves to adapt itseK to the Word of God 
every state and condition in which a poor 
and needy creature can be found. There is not a 
want it cannot supply, nor a difficulty it cannot 
solve, nor a danger which it cannot compass. It 
suits all ages, aU conditions, all men, whensoever 
and wheresoever and to whomsoever the Lord the 
Spirit condescendingly and graciously brings it home 
with His own divine and irresistible power. And 
there is, moreover, such a fulness and such a 
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preciouflness when and where it is thus applied, that 
even a single word contains as it were volumes. 
Such word is fraught with wondrous instruction 
and richest consolation. In proof and as an ex- 
ample, we purpose to invite your attention to one 
little word of three letters merely; and sure we 
are that, if the Holy Ghost is pleased to shine upon 
it — ^to open it — to apply it — even that little word 
will be full of instruction and comfort. The word, 
therefore, which we propose for your consideration is 

T— E— T. 

Now, in our comments upon it, we shall seek to 
show you its application to the varied states and 

ever-changing stages of the pilgrim, as 
^T St k^ ^® journeys through this vale of teaxs. 

We shall endeavour to prove from Scrip- 
ture — ^the only safe and certain rule — that it constitutes 
at once the promise of God and the plea of faith ; and 
'mark you, there is a blessed identity between both 
the one and the other. The promise or pledge of 
Jehovah is always the ground of faith's plea, the 
sweet privilege of which is to come before the 
Lord with the two-fold argument, "And Thou 
saidst, I will surely do thee good;" and "Do as 
Thou hast said." 

Now, beloved, among the many Scripture portions 
in which this little but all-important word yet is 
presented to us, is that contained in Isaiah liii. 10, 
which, upwards of seven hundred years before His 
Incarnation, foreshadowed, in the great economy of 
Eedemption, — 



FAITH'S FLEA. 



CHRIST CHASTENED OF JEHOVAH. 

" Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him : He hath 
put Him to grief.'' 

The reader will perceive that we have not chosen the 
word inthe same order as that in which it 
IS laid dovm in the JtJible. Uur reason is aq. - a t\i 
that we may at once come to the con- Salvation, 
sideration of the root and foundation of 
all the rich and inconceivable mercy and blessing which 
fall to the portion of the Lord's people. All this is in 
Christ and from Christ. He is the Fountain, Spring, 
Source of salvation, and all the precious and dis- 
tinguishing mercies flowing therefrom. Whilst salva- 
tion is a gi/t^ it is likewise the fruit and effect of 
purchase. Christ is God the Father's gift to the 
Church, and the Church is the Father's gift to Christ. 
So it is written with respect to the former, " I the 
Liord have called thee in righteousness, and wiU 
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee 
for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles " (Isaiah xlii. 6) ; and, in regard to the 
latter, " God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlastmg life" (John 
iii. 16). But then, as we have said, salvation was 
not only a gift, but a purchase. The ^, ^ , 
Church having fallen, had to be re- tionDiice 
deemed or bought back. Hence we read 

in 1 Peter i. 18, 19 : "Forasmuch as ye know that ye 

B 2 
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were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation, received by 
tradition from your fathers ; but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot." Christ, therefore, having, before the world 
was made, entered into covenant with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, and engaged that, in the fulness 
of time. He would, as the Surety, Daysman, Ee- 
deemer of His Church, become at once its Substitute 
and Sacrifice ; by His suretyship and substitution He 
took upon Himself all the tremendous consequences 
of the sin and transgression in which His Church was 

involved. What Judah said to Jacob 

Judah a type ^{^ respect to his younger brother Ben- 

of Christ in ^^^^^ " I will be surety for him : of my 

, . ^" hand shalt thou require him : if I bring 

him not unto thee, and set him before 
thee, then let me bear the blame for ever" (Gen. xliii. 
9), Christ virtually said to the Father with regard to 
His Church. As Jacob looked to Judah in regard 
to BenjamiL, so God the Father looked to Christ 
with respect to all the direful consequences of the 
Adam-fall transgression. But, as Jehovah could " by 
no means clear the guilty," or save poor sinners at 
the expense of His word, or the forfeiture of Hia 
character as the Holy, Just, and Good; so there 
must be a penalty paid. Such was paid in the person 
and by the offering once for all of Christ, according^ 
to the Scripture, " Deliver him from going down inta 
the pit; I have found a ransom" (Job xxxiii. 24). 
Now this brings out the " yet " in our text. The 
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prophet in the preceding verses has shown the lowly 
Person, the rejection by men, the intense sufferings, 
the wondrous meekness, the imprisoned condition 
by death and the grave, of Christ, but he adds : " Yet 
it pleased the Lord [or Jehovah] to bruise Him ; 
He hath put Him to grief." As much as to say, 
^* There is nought of chance or contingency, of mere 
accident or oversight, in this ; but all according to 
infinite wisdom and boundless and inconceivable 
love." So testified the apostle Peter, in his first 
memorable sermon, after the death and resurrection of 

Christ : " Him, being delivered by the 

J. , .. iji«i ^ A Chnst's death 

determmate counsel and loreknowledfire . „ 

n r^ 1 • eternally ap- 

of God, ye have taken, and by wicked pointed. 

hands have crucified and slain " (Acts ii. 
23). To the same effect spake Jesus Himself, in His 
first appearance to His disciples, after He came forth 
from the sepulchre " conquering and to conquer :" 
^' fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken : ought not Clirist to have 
suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?" 
(Luke xxiv. 25, 26). By this " ought " Christ in- 
tended to declare, that all He had undergone was in 
accordance with the divine purposes and grand 
covenant settlements of Jehovah, in the counsels of 
eternity. 

Hence, then, believer, this " yet " is as it were the 
keystone in the foundation of redemption. So much 
that is rich and full and blessed grows out of it, as 
the security and for the satisfaction of our faith. 
An apprehension of the oneness of mind and unity 
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of purpose of the ever-adorable Trinity is fraught 
with richest consolation. Our feelings may vary — 
our faith fluctuate — hopes and fears alternate ; but 
the " YET " — the " yet," is as it were the bright 
side of the grand revolving scheme of redemption. 
Like the beacon on the lightship, turning upon its 
pivot, it is first dark, then light. Now there ia 
nought to guide the mariner, anon a bright light 
radiates from yonder tiny chamber, shedding its 
cheering rays far o'er the troubled waters ; so the 
great scene changes from all the darkness and the 
gloom and the anguish connected with the Man of 
Sorrows and the Brother bom for adversity, and 
causes the "yet" to shine forth in all its dazzling 
splendour, reflecting upon the widespread and 
troublous ocean of life, the great, the glorious fact, 
that " it pleased the Lord to bruise Him ;" that "He 
hath put Him to grief;" that " it became Him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons imto glory, to make the 
Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings" 
(Heb. ii. 10) : that, as a blessed consequence when He 
should " make His soul an offering for sin. He should 
see His seed. He should prolong His days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord should prosper in His hand." 

Eeader, the "yet" brings us instnmientally to con- 
template the covenant purpose of a cove- 
^^^tTffis ^^^ nant God for and on the behalf of a cove- 

Church ^^^^ people ; and it stands beautifully 
and blessedly connected with the excla- 
mation of Jesus, and in regard to the seeing of tho 
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travail of His soul, and being satisfied, " Father, I will 
that they also, whom Thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am ; that they may behold my glory, which 
Thou hast given me : for Thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world" (John xvii. 24). We are 
reminded also of His own sweet assurance, among 
His parting words when upon the eve of His suf- 
erings, " Let not your heart be troubled : 
yebeKeveinGod,beUevealsoinme. In Christ making 
my Father's house are many mansions ; ^^^^^ a place 
if it were not so, I would have told DeoDle 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you xmto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also " (John xiv. 1 — 3). Believer, 
the " YET " in the grand covenant scheme of redemp- 
tion will do to live by and to die by. 

We shall now, dear reader, as the Lord the Spirit 
may enable, proceed to consider our little but mighty 
watchword, as it takes its position in the midst of 
the many states and stages of the child of God's 
experience during his sojourn in this vale of tears, 
and whilst on pilgrimage to " the house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." As abeady in- 
timated, we have glanced at the " yet " as it stands 
in the grand covenant plan of salvation ; now let 
us examine it as it appears in the daily experience 
of the living stones which the Great Master Builder 
is preparing for their several positions in the va^t 
superstructure. And observe particularly, as pre- 
viously intimated, how the " yet " stands at one time 
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as the promise of Jehovah^ and, at another, as the 
sweet i?fefl of faith based upon that promise. 



THE LORD JEHOVAH REMONSTRATING 

WITH PHARAOH. 

Exod. ix. 17 : " As yet exaltest thou thyself against 
my peopkf that thou wilt not let them go ? " 

Now here is a remonstrance upon the part of 
Jehovah with Pharaoh, because he would not as yet 
let His people go. He had not only plainly intimated 
by the mouth of Moses and Aaron what was His good 
pleasure respecting His people, but He had ratified 
and confirmed their testimony and the genuineness 
of their mission, by plague upon plague, and judg- 
ment upon judgment. But for the natural hardness 
and obduracy of the human heart, any one of these 
plagues would have been sufficient to have aroused 
the fears of Pharaoh, and wrought a willingness to 
fall in with what was most clearly the mind of 
God. This, however, was not the case, and proves 
to a demonstration the truth of the poet's words, 

" Law and terrors do but harden, 
All the while they work alone." 

Wrath and indignation, be it manifested in never so 
formidable a manner, wiU never mellow nor meeten 
the sinner. The " terrors of the Lord " may for a 
little season hold him in check ; but, let those terrors 
be withdrawn, or the hand of the Lord relaxed, and 
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such sinner, unrestrained, will only go to the greater 
depths and to the more perilous extremes in transgres- 
sion. Sin is of a fearfully-hardening 
1 J. J 'J. • J. • !-• i. Sin of a 

enaracter ; and it is astomsnmg to see hardening 

how those who once appeared to possess nature. 
a wholesome dread of the veriest de- 
parturo fiomwhat their early teaching and training had 
instrumentally wrought in them, are brought after- 
wards, under a seared conscience and a hardened 
heart, to " sin as it were with a cart- rope " (Isa. v. 
18). In proof of the dreadfully-hardening nature 
of sin, it is recorded of one inured to the commission 
of one of its most heinous and destructive practices, 
** She eateth and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I 
have done no wickedness " (Prov. xxx. 20). Perhaps 
the most painfully-striking proof of the working of 
sin, and that even in one of the Lord's own children 
— ^yea, even in hini who was declared to be " a man 
after His own heart " — was that of David, who, after 

the commission of the awful crimes of ^, . , 

, , , ,, • J r The sm of 

murder and adultery, remained tor many -n -j ^ 

months in a state of impenitency ; and j^g effects, 
actually saw not his own likeness in the 
parable which was brought so strikingly before him, 
until God was pleased to fix the charge, " Thou art the 
man ! " upon his conscience. Now, when we see the 
effects of sin upon such a man as the " sweet singer 
of Israel " — ^he who had such access to and commu- 
nion with the Lord — ^it is easy to account for the 
state of mind into which the heathenish Pharaoh 
sank, jfrom time to time, when plague after plague 
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had been removed. His surroundings must be con- 
sidered — those with whom he was in daily asso- 
ciation, as well as what, upon merely natural grounds, 
would seem unreasonable, namely, the surrender of 
80 large a portion of the community, whose services 
he would not only lose, but whom he might fear 
•would become a powerful ally against his- throne 
and dominion. We touch upon these points, reader^ 
just to show how poor human nature would argue, 
and not in the leastwise to palliate or make light of 
Pharaoh's sin. God forbid ! Oh, what a blessing is 
a tender conscience, and how sweet and timely that 
plea of the psalmist's, "Who can imderstand his 

errors ? Cleanse Thou me from secret 

,. . faults. Keep back Thy servant also from 

heart presumptuous sins ; let them not have 

dominion over me" (Psalm xix. 12, 13). 

It was no doubt, moreover, the remembrance of 

the past, with its hardening sins and abominations, 

that led him so emphatically at the close of the 

139th Psalm to exclaim, " Search me, God, and 

know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 

and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 

me in the way everlasting." 

There is, however, dear reader, one special point 
which we must not overlook in the verse, and that 
is the Lord's kind and condescending and most 
gracious recognition of Israel. '*As yet exaltest 
thou thyself against my people, that thou wilt not let 
them go?" Oh, how sweet and how encouraging is 
this to a poor sinner, feehngly such. When we re- 
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collect the character of those whom the Lord is 
here pleased to call His people ; when we read 
what Moses said concerning them, after their well- 
nigh forty years' wilderness wanderings : " Re- 
member, and forget not, how thou provokedst the 
Lord thy God to wrath in the wilderness: from 
the day that thou didst depart out of the land of 
Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been 
rebellious against the Lord " (Deut. ix, 7) ; when, 
we say, this is considered, how well may we stand 
in holy wonder and admiration as we contemplate 
the patience, the forbearance, the long-suffering of 
Jehovah. How well, moreover, may we take comfort 
and encouragement, as we reflect upon that for- 
bearance and long-suffering, and as so strikingly 
illustrative of the name by which He 
had declared Himself, as we read, "And Jehovah's 
the Lord passed by before him, and pro- ^^^\ ^^^ 
claimed. The Lord, the Lord God, mer- Name 
cifiil and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty ; 
visiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children, 
the children's children, imto the third and to the 
and upon fourth generation " (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7). 
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THE LORD'S PITIFULNESS AND 
COMPASSION. 

" And YET for all that^ when they he in the land 
of their enemies^ I mil not cast them aioay^ neither 
will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to 
break my covenant with them : for I am the Lord 
their God. But I mil for their sakes remember the 
covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I 
might be their God: I am the Lord'' (Lev. xxvi. 
44, 45). 

In the previous part of the chapter the Lord has 
testified of severe judgments and chastisements upon 
Israel, in the event of their backsliding in the land 
whither He led them. Among His denunciations are 

some of the most painful and agonizing. 
The Lord's ip^^ example, the Lord says : " If ye 

CnaStilSe- r n j • 1.1.1. •/» ^ 

ments shall despise my statutes, or 11 your soul 
abhor my judgments, so that ye will 
not do all my commandments, but that ye break my 
covenant : I also will do this unto you ; I will even 
appoint over you terror, consumption, and the burning 
ague, that shall consimie the eyes, and cause sorrow 
of heart : and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for 
your enemies shall eat it" (Lev. xxvi. 15, 16). 
Then, after further threatenings, upon the ground 
of disobedience and rebellion, the Lord adds : " If 
they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity 
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of their fathers, with their trespass which they tres- 
passed against me, and that also they have walked 
contrary unto me; and that I also have walked 
contrary xmto them, and have brought them inta 
the land of their enemies; if then their xmoir- 
cumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept 
of the punishment of their iniquity: then will I 
remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my 
covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with 
Abraham will I remember ; and I will remember the 
land " (Lev. xxvi. 40—42). 

Ah, reader, there is very much contained in the ex- 
pression, " accept of the punishment of 
their iniquity." Do yow know anything ,^^® ^ 
personally and experimentally what is 
meant by it ? Notwithstanding his previous hardness 
and impenitency, to which we before adverted, the 
psalmist, when convinced by the Holy Ghost of sin, 
" accepted of the punishment of his iniquity." Mai^k, 
in proof, the meekness and the tenderness of his 
walk, in connexion with the cursings of Shimei, 
and when Abishai asked that he might "go over, 
and take off his head:" '* And the king said. What 
have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah ? so let 
him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, Curse 
David. Who shall then say. Wherefore hast thou 
done so ? And David said to Abishai, and to all 
his servants. Behold, my son, which came forth of 
my bowels, seeketh my life : how much more now 
may this Benjamite do it ? let him alone, and let 
him curse ; for the Lord hath bidden him. It may 
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be that the Lord will look on mine affliction, and that 
the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day" 

(2Sam.xvi.lO — 12). What a sweet en- 
Accepting of yiable spirit was that which the psalmist 
® P'Y"^^ " thus exhibited 1 Again, he " accepted of 
iniauitv ^® punishment of his iniquity," when 
he exclaimed, in reference to his 
numbering the people, " Lo, I have sinned, and I 
have done wickedly; but these sheep, what have 
they done ? let Thine hand, I pray Thee, be against 
me, and against my father's house " (2 Sam. xxiv. 
17). Micah "accepted of the punishment of his 
iniquity," when he said, " I will bear the indignation 
of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him, 
until He plead my cause, and execute judgment 
for me : He will bring me forth to the light, and I shall 
behold His righteousness " (Micah vii. 9) . The dying 
. thief " accepted the punishment of his 
ThiS^ iniquity" when he declared to his 
fellow-sufferer, " And we indeed justly; 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but 
this Man hath done nothing amiss " (Luke xxiii. 41). 
Having, therefore, as before said, testified of His 
chastisements in return for Israel's misdeeds, the 
Lord, in the pitifulness and compassion with which 
He is ever pleased to regard His people, brings in 
a merciful qualification — ^introduces a beautiful and 
a blessed " yet :" "And yet for all that, when they 
be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast 
them away, neither wiU I abhor them, to destroy 
them utterly, and to break my covenant with them : 
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for I am the Lord their God. But I will for their 

sokes remember the covenant of their „ , 

xender 
ancestors, whom I brought forth out of foj.i,earance. 

the land of Egypt in the sight of the 
heathen, that I might be their God : I am the Lord " 
(Lev. xxvi. 44, 45). Ah, yes, He is God, and not man. 
He is well acquainted with the creatures He has 
formed. He " knoweth our frame. He remembereth 
that we are dust" (Ps. ciii. 14). Most graciously 
has the Lord said, " I will not contend for ever, 
neither will I be always wroth : for the spirit should 
fail before me, and the souls which I have made " 
(Isa. Ivii. 16). 

Oh, how tender and compassionate is the Lord ; 
who " remembered us in our low estate ; 
for His mercy endureth for ever " (Ps. ^^ ^?^ 
oxxxvi. 23). And, as in the instance be- 
fore us, how constantly does He testify of His great 
and glorious name, setting forth thereby how, in con- 
nexion with His name, He has covenanted to be to 
and for His people all that they can possibly need. 
How lovingly does the Lord here anticipate the de- 
solation and distress of His children, when in a 
strange land, wherein they have been captivated 
and ensnared through evil association and by means 
of their fraU and fallen flesh. How He encourages 
them, even imder such circumstances, and in con- 
nexion with their being brought to "accept the 
punishment of their iniquity," again to look to and 
hope in Himself, and saying as He does, "I am 
the Lord," or, still more blessed, " I am the Lord 
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their God,^^ He, as it were, puts the self-same plea into 

their mouth as that which Joshua pre- 

josnuas gented, when, in rej^ard to Jehovah's 

^'plea^' ttreatenings with respect to rebeUious 

Israel, he said, " And what wilt Thou 

do unto Thy great name ?" (Josh. vii. 9.) 

Reader, do you know anything of these pleadings ? 
Have you ever been reduced to such straits and 
difficulties, either in providence or grace, or with 
respect to both, that all and everything else has given 
way ; and, whilst your entire self — with all your per- 
sonal and relative interests — past, present, and to 
come — ^have been apparently imperilled ; your posi- 
tion has been momentous in the extreme ; creature 
aid has failed on every hand; man is powerless; 
all fleshly arguments or human reasoning fail : one 
thing — and that alone — remains : it is an appeal to 
God, and that upon the ground of His great name ! 
Reader, it is solemn yet blessed work. The going 

in before the King with the language. 

Going m u Jiefuge faileth me — no man careth for 

the Kinff ^^^ soul," " neither know (I) what to 

do, but (my) eyes are upon Thee " (2 

Oiron. XX. 13). 
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THE LOOK AND THE LONGING. 

" Tlim I aaidyl am cast out of Thy sight ; yet I mil 
look again toward Thy holy temple " (Jonah ii. 4). 

Beader, we are brought, as above, to another 
blessed Faith's " yet." It is, moreover, one that 
will just suit a poor soul that is conscious of way- 
wardness, self-will, and rebellion, and who, under 
a felt knowledge thereof, feels how deserving he is 
of Jehovah's just wrath and righteous indignation. 
He is sensible of what a transgressor he has been ; 
of how he has sinned against light and love and 
covenant privilege. He looks back, and 

he sees how his perverse, self-willed Heart sins 
T. 1. ifi. !.• • X X and their 

course has brought mm into present wtter fruit 

troubles, deep straits, and critical com- 
plicated paths. He discovers no way of escape. He 
feels the chastising hand of God heavily upon him. 
If he has not been a backslider in act, he is bound 
to acknowledge he has been in heart; and bitterly 
does he feel the force of that Scripture, " The back- 
slider in heart shall be filled with his own ways " 
(Prov. xiv. 14). He falls xmder the word: "Judg- 
ment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness 
to the plummet : and the haU shall sweep away the 
refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the 

hiding place" (Isa. xxviii. 17). He trembles at the 

c 
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flmile, His fiivour, the token upon token and proof 
upon proof of His love — ^his language from day to 
day and hour to hour is, " If Thy presence go not 
with me, carry me not up hence*' (Bxod. xxxiii. 15). 
Hence Jonah's absolutely seeking to " flee from the 
[felt] presence of the Lord " is the more flagrant. 
Had he remained where he was, and reasoned or 
remonstrated with Jehovah, as Moses or Gideon had 
done before him, his conduct would seem to be less 
marked; but for him at once to have fled in the 
very face of the Lord's plain and positive directions 
— to pursue a directly opposite course — makes his 
sin the more presumptuous and awful. And do 
observe, dear reader, the Holy Ghost has marked 
the flagrancy and enormity of this sin thus : He 
twice names it in the selfsame verse, as much as to 
say, " Mark this ; incredible as it may appear, it 
is nevertheless a fact, he found a ship going to Tar- 
shish ; so he paid the fare thereof, aad went down 
into it to go with them imto Tarshish from the pre- 
sence of the Lord" (Jonah i. 3). But note, dear 
reader, the Lord's eye was upon this rebel-wanderer, 
and that, moreover, in a twofold sense : first, in a 
way of fatherly chastisement ; secondly, equally in 
a way of fatherly care and compassion. " The Lord 
sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was Kke 
to be broken '* (Jonah i. 4). Eeader, the winds and 
the waves obey Him I This was more than Jonah 
did. Man, although bom in the image of His great 

and gracious Creator, has fallen not only beneath the 

c 1 
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brute that perishetli, but even below inanimate 
nature. The wondrous faculties with which Jehovah 
hath endowed the masterpiece of His hand are per- 
verted and abused even to the shame and dishonour 
of Him " in whom we live, and move, and have our 
being." 

" Then the mariners were a&aid, and cried every 
man imto his god, and cast forth the 

hardening wares that were in the ship into the 
sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah 
was gone down into the sides of the ship ; and he 
lay, and was fast asleep " (Jonah i. 5). Reader, 
see, as stated in a former page, what sin will do. 
How desperately callons and indifferent it renders 
the human mind ; aye, and the minds, too, of those 
who have been better taught, and even savingly 
instructed! The winds blew and the waves beat, but 
neither the one nor the other awoke the sleeping 
Jonah. 

" So the shipmastei^ came to him, and said unto 
him. What meanest thou, sleeper P arise, call upon 
thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that 
we perish not. And they said every one to his 
fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may 
know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they 
cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah" (Jonah i. 
6, 7). " The lot fell upon Jonah ! " Eeader, the 
Lord knows where as well as when to find out His 
people. Nor will He (blessed be His name !) let 
them long wander from Him. He knows them too 
well, and He loves them too dearly, to let that most 
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solemn word have too long or too severe an applica- 
tion : " Ephraim is joined to idols : let . 
him alone" (Hosea iv. 17). "Let ^™«'"tti- 

fl fftWITl fin T. 

him alone ! let him alone 1 ** This is 
an awM saying. One is disposed to exclaim, "Any- 
thing but this, Lord. Never, never, we beseeoh 
Thee, say, *Let him alone !*" Oh, the fearful con- 
sequences of being " let alone ! " Reader, reader, 
what would have become of you, or what of the 
poor, frail, ever-erring writer, had the Lord said of 
either the one or the other, "Let him alone P " Well 
may the poet say, 

" But more the treacherous calm I dread. 
Than tempests bursting o'er my head." 

" Then said they unto him. Tell us, we pray thee, 
for whose cause this evil is upon us ? What is thine 
occupation P and whence comest thou P what is thy 
country P and of what people art thou P And he 
said imto them, I am an Hebrew ; and I fear the 
Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea 
and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly 
afraid, and said imto him. Why hast thou done 
this P For the men knew that he fled from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, because he had told them*' 
(Jonah i. 8 — 10). The Lord will, sooner or later, 
make all His people honest. They can by no means 
assume a character, or play the hypocrite, long to- 
gether. Conviction must lead to confession. If the 
Lord's children sin before the world, He will make 
them say so. He wiU not wink or connive at sin in His 
own people, much and tenderly as He loves thenu 
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vroBBSs. s2i£^v9E ':sBET«sfiC&ao&. Aad Iw and vhId 

^ tfWT^ Ti0 3Dt ^c audi csHt me fivfli 
izTv ib^sn: s> siaJl die aea lie aim 
zz:::}: t-:c : far I in^sw that for my sake 
^is gT^as iJcEEpesisiqiciiToa" (Jonah 
L LL 12 . Ah, hae to hfonestj and 
fiudi, too — reai. ^vtz>daful fiidi. Bety npco it» 
reader, it ms not in leAlt^gpnesB — it ms not in 
xebeHian now — thai Jonah made soth. a jsopoaitum. 
No, he was made sez:^&le cf his sn : hefek the enor- 
mity ot his transgPEssvn ; he peioeiTed how his &o- 
wazdnesE and self-will had inqjeiilled, not merely 
his own life, bat the lires of others; and hence, 
tinder the deep conscioiisness of his gniltineBB, he 
^ accepted the pnnishment of his iniquity." Faith, 
we maintain, must have been wondecfiilly in exerase 
at this juncture ; Jonah was evidently prepared to 
£ei11 into the hands of the liord, in such striking con- 
trast to the cowardice and self-will of which he had 
preriously been the subject. 

" Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to 
the land ; but they could not : for the sea wrought, 
and was tempestuous against them. Wherefore they 

-,. .. , cried unto the Lord, and said, We 
Xii6 manners t •. ^m /■\ -r t i im 

imDorttmitv 't>^<8eecn Thee, O Lord, we beseech Thee, 

let us not perish for this man's life, and 
lay not upon us innocent blood : for Thou, O Lord, 
hast done as it pleased Thee. So they took up Jonah, 
and oast him forth into the sea : and the sea ceased 
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from her raging. Then the men feared the Lord ex- 
oeedinglj, and o£Eered a saorifice imto the Lord, and 
made vows. Now the Lord had prepared a great fish 
to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly 
of the fish three days and three nights " (Jonah i. 
13 — 17). " Then Jonah prayed imto the Lord his 
God out of the fish's belly." Jehovah was still " the 
Lord his God," although he had so sinned against 
divine relationship and covenant privilege. Ah, 
reader, what a mercy it is that the Church of the re- 
deemed is so "hidden in Christ," and so ever- 
lastingly secure in Him, that, although left to itself 
it may fall — ^yea, sin egregiously — ^yet it can never 
apostatize ! " I will put my fear into their hearts, 
says the Lord, " that they shall not depart from me 
(Jer. xxxii. 40). Here is the security, not in the 
creature, but in the Lord Himself. And mark where 
Jonah prayed : " out of the fish's belly," or, to use 
his own words, " Out of the belly of heU cried I." 
Header, do you know anything of such experience as 
this P Do you know what it is to go down, as it 
were, into the depths of hell or the grave? Are 
you experimentally familiar with the language of 
David, "The sorrows of death compassed me, the 
pains of hell gat hold upon me " (Psalm cxvi. 3) ? 
Ah, who but those who have felt it can 
conceive what these " sorrows " are— Soid-distreBa, 

what the darkness — what the gloom dngtrnction" 
—what the intense recoiling from what 
presents itself as fearful and repugnant and loathing 
to the last degree P Such a crushing weight upon 
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the heart — Buoh a gnawing at the root of every 
pursuit or engagement — Buch a total abeenoe of all 
that was once pleasant, agreeable^ or satisfactory ! in 
a wordy a state of real heart-sorrow and soul-anguisL 
It is perfectly marvellous how the poor sinner is up- 
held and sustained under such circumstances. Such 
sustaining is not in the leastwise attributable to 
personal knowledge or experience, because he is for 
the time being at least void of all peace or comfort 
or satisfaction. His safety is not of selfy but wholly 
and solely of God I But do observe, dear reader, 
although thus situated, ^' Jonah prayed ;'' aye, and 
prayed, too, without doubt, never so simply — ^never 
so eamestiy — ^never with such a single eye and aim. 
No mere compliment, no cold duty, no formal utter- 
ance, no heartlessness, but sincere thorough earnest- 
ness — real heart-work — ^a matter between Jonah and 
his God, Him and none else. The Jacob-wrestling 
this ! The fish's beUy— the " beUy of heU ! " aye, 
this is the place of all places to pray, dark, drear, 
dismal though it be. See the issue — ^mark the blessed 
effects — " I cried by reason [or out] of mine afflic- 
tion unto the Lord, and Me heard me ;" yea, more 
— deeper, deeper still — " out of the belly of hell cried 
I, and Thou heardest my voiced* Oh, what mercy 
was thisl Ah, yes, the Lord saw His child, and 
heard his voice. " For Thou hadst cast me into the 
deep, in the midst of the sea" (mark, it was the 
Lord had done it ; and, be your position or your 
trials what they may, it is the Lord has to do with 
the whole), ^' and the floods compassed me about ; all 
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Thy billows and Thy waves passed over me. Then I 
said, I am cast out of Thy sight." But, if cast out^ 
not cast off. Ah, here was the mercy. 
Cast outy we may be, in appearance and ^*®* ®^*' 
aooording to feeling and apprehension. ^^. 
Cast offy never ! None could have sunk 
lower than Jonah. No case could possibly seem 
more hopeless than his. If any condition appeared to 
be a decided one, and that destructively so, it was 
Jonah's! Thrown overboard ! Had simk apparently 
into the depths of ocean ; or, if not, had been swal- 
lowed up at one fell gulp ! Jonah alive, and that 
in a fish's belly, hour after hour, and day after day P 
" Absurd 1" says poor faUible man. "'Tis verily 
BO," saith faith. And what saith Jonah, even imder 
these otherwise hopelessly-perilous circumstances P 
" Then I said, I am cast out of Thy sight ; yet " 
(oh, that blessed yet, it is the anchor holding well 
and firmly the shattered bark) "yet will I look 
again toward Thy holy temple." 

As previously intimated, what condition could have 
appeared more hopelessly destructive than that of 
Jonah's? In addition to what he had previously 
stated as to being cast into the deep, and out of 
Jehovah's sight, he says, " The waters compassed me 
about, even to the soul : the depth closed me round 
about, the weeds were wrapped about my head." So 
that he was so boimd and entangled, that (humanly 
speaking) there was no chance whatever of escape ; 
so bound and entangled, it was impossible that he 
could free himself: all human hopes or creature- 
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e£Ebrts were vain. Naught but a miraole oould save 
him. He farther adds : " I went down to the bottom 
of the mountains : the earth with her bars was about 
me for ever." So that it would seem as though all 
the powers of nature were combined to secure his de- 
struction, and to seal his hapless doom. 

Reader, is there not something of a Uving soul's 
experience in aU this ? Is not this the condition — 
are not these the sensations — ^these the fears^ the 

dark, the gloomy apprehensions of an 

nrovidences ^'-w^®^®^ sinner, but more especially 

of a poor backslider, imder the frowns 
of Divine Providence, and the hidings of a Father's 
face ? Oh, what intense darkness — a " darkness which 
may indeed be felt " — ^is that which sets in upon the 
soul that has known what the sweet, the cheering, 
the invigorating light of a Father's coimtenance is, 
when that coimtenance is veiled ! It brings the soul 
into a painful agonizing familiarity with the " horror 
of great darkness " of which we read with respect to 
Abraham (Gen. xv. 12). There is no disputing the 
fact that where a knowledge of the Lord has been 
personally and experimentally realized, and where 
that precious Scripture has been specially felt, " They 
shall walk, Lord, in the light of Thy coimtenance " 
(Psahn Ixxxix. 15), there is no forgetting it; there 
is no satisfaction or contentment with anything short 
of it. We do love the words of Dr. Watts, as 
bearing upon this subject : 

"My Grod, my life, my love. 
To Thee, to Thee I caU; 
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I cannot live, if Thon remove^ 
For Thou art all in all. 

** Thy smiling grace can cheer 
This dungeon where I dwell j 
Tis Paradise if Thou art here. 
If Thou depart, 'tis helV 

Ah, yes, it is the presence of the Lord that turns 
night into day, death into life, hell 
into heaven I What was it that made 
tiie vast distinction between the three ^^j/ 
Hebrews in the burning fiery furnace, 
Daniel in the lions' den, and Jonah in the fish's 
belly P First, a sense of guilt as possessing the latter 
in contrast to the former ; the one was where he was 
in just retribution for his rebellion, the others for the 
trial of their faith. Secondly, the absence, in point 
of joyful realization, of the Lord's presence. It 
was this that made the distinction. To have ex- 
perienced this — ^to have felt the Lord with him in 
Bweet and blessed manifestation, Jonah would have 
been quite as happy where he was in depths of ocean 
as the Hebrews in the burning fiery furnace, or 
Daniel in the den of lions. Eeader, have you not 
proved this again and again in aflliction and trouble P 
The Lord has so revealed Himself — 90 sustained and 
so soothed and so cheered — that ybu have forgotten 
all about circumstances — dangers, difficulties, dis- 
tresses — ^in the sweet and blessed contemplation of 
HimseK ! Himself has been all-absorbing ! Himself 
has engrossed every wish and thought! Himself 
has excluded all else! Himself hath led you to 
understand Paul's language, when caught up into 
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the third heaven, and respecting which he said, 
" Whether I was in the body or out of the body, I 
could not tell" (2 Cor. xii. 2). Himself, in a word, 
was emphatically, at that time and under that rioh 
and blessed experience, your " all and in all I " Oh, 
what peace ! Oh, what satisfaction ! Oh, what joy ! 
Oh, what rapture ! Oh, what a glorious anticipation 
of being with Him and like Him for ever ! Ah, that 
beautiful and blessed " yet," dear reader, as bearing 
upon these seasons and this stage of experience : " Be- 
loved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not 
YET appear what we shall be ; but we know that 
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is " (1 John iii. 2). 

But observe the sustaining power as well as the 
divine faithfulness of Jehovah, in the absence of this 
peace and joy and holy triumph, as flowing from the 
. ^ Lord's felt presence. Jonah adds to 
. what he had before testified about his 
cast-out but not cas^o/f condition : " Tbt 
hast Thou brought up my life from corruption, O 
Lord my God." He recognizes, as indeed he was 
compelled to do from the very nature of the circum- 
stances in which he was placed, that it was the Lord, 
and the Lord alone, was his Sustainer and Deliverer ; 
and then, by precious faith and in the absence of per- 
sonal comfort and enjoyment, adds — ^and that, too, 
without presumption, " Lord, my God." Tea, it 
was his very position, and his very deliverance, that^ 
under God, contributed to his knowledge of this great 
and glorious fact, that the Lord was his God. 
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Dear reader, this is very suggestive. If you know 
what the darkness, the deathliness, the apparently- 
impending d««„ «.d d»ta»tton ^ ^^y^ Jo 
been sustained and upheld and delivered, by whom 
and of whom was that sustaining and upholding de- 
liverance but the Lord P Oh, how sweet the truth : 

"Many days liave passed since then. 
Many changes I have seen; 
Yet liave been nplield till now — 
Who couldst hold me ujp but Thou 7*^ 

Now it is well, in the absence of all present peace or 
enjoyment, to seek to recognize and acknowledge this 
fjBLCt, Surely the psalmist had this mercy in view 
when he said, " By this I know that 
Thou favourest me, because mine J^oj®ction, 

enemy doth not triumph over me" , ^ .. 
•' -t desLrQCuiGn 

(Psalm xli. 11). As much as to say, 
" Well, although I am not where I would be, nor 
enjoy what I wish for, yet this I must admit, that my 
fears have not been realized in regard to my enemy's 
obtaining the mastery. Although I am still in bonds, 
he has naught to boast of. I am alive^ although not 
at large. I have at least been defended^ though not 
delivered,^^ Eeader, it is a mercy to realize and 
acknowledge this. 

Again, says Jonah, " When my soul fainted within 
me, I remembered the Lord." Ah, that fainting I 
that utter prostration ! that total self-despair ! There 
is a remarkable expression in Lev. xxvi. 36 : " And 
upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faint- 
nesa into their hearts in the land of their enemies ; 
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and the Bound of a shaken [or driven] leaf shall 
chase them ; and they shall flee, as fleeing firom a 

sword ; and they shall flee when none 
Fainting pursueth." Ah, yes, notwithstanding 
^ all the proud boast and the fleshly con- 

fidence of the creature, it is but for Gk)d 
to withdraw His commonly and providentially 
sustaining hand, and that creature-confidence and 
carnal self-sufficiency will give way in a moment ; 
and then shall such painfully know what it is " to be 
in fear where no fear was ^' (Psalm Iviii. 5), or to be 
even " utterly consumed with terrors" (Fsahnlxxiii. 
19). Now, although David and Jonah jEednted, yet 
for them there was a special and a peculiar mercy, 
as well as for all the Lord's dear children in like 
circumstances , and, without doubt, it was the Lord's 
pledge and the Lord's gracious fulfilment of that 
pledge, that was brought so vividly and so refresh- 
ingly and encouragingly to Jonah's mind, in this his 
fainting and apparently undone condition. Familiar 
as he must have been with the Lord's dealings 
with His ancient people, and well read (as doubtless 
he was) in the writings of Moses, how blessed the 
recollection, as brought to his mind by the Holy 
Ghost, must have been that or some similar word, 
" Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle 
against your enemies : let not your hearts faint, fear 
not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified 
because of them ; for the Lord your (}od is He that 
goeth with you, to fight for you against youf enemies, 
to save you" (Dent. xx. 3, 4). Moreover^ Jonah 
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was Tinquestlonably most familiar with the psabns of 
David ; and, as he pondered upon his saying, " I had 
fainted unless I had believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living" 
(Psalm xxvii. 13), he considered how , 

wondrously the Lord had delivered retracings. 
David from Saul, and all who had 
conspired against him, and thus richly and blessedly 
confirmed all his hopes and expectations of sustain- 
ing strength and delivering mercy. Then again 
Jonah would muse upon the 107th Psalm, that blessed 
summary of the Lord's dealings with His dear 
people ; and, as he thought upon the " redeemed " 
and " the gathered " as " wandering in the wilder- 
ness in a solitary way," and "finding no city to 
dwell in," he would remember that it was also re- 
corded of them, that " hungry and thirsty, their soul 
fainted in them. Then they cried imto the Lord in 
their trouble, and He delivered them out of their dis- 
tresses." 

Consider, dear reader, what faintness is literally — 
a sinking, melting, overpowering, irresistible feeling, 
in which the whole frame seems exhausted, powerless, 
helpless to the last degree — the nearest p . . 
approach to or resemblance of death , . ' 
itself of which we can form any con- pleading, 
oeption. Such is sometimes the con- 
dition physically, and such at times the condition 
^spiritually — a most thorough prostration — an inde- 
'Boribable sinking of heart, deep depression, crushing 
.of soul. At such times it is specially and peculiarly 
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felt that ^Wain is the help of man'' (Psalm Ix. 11). 
But now turn to the last five verses of the 40th of 
Isaiah, and see the wondrous provision there made by 
Jehovah against such a state and condition of soul : 
" Why sayest thou, Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, 
My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is 
passed over from my God P Hast thou not known P 
hast thou not heard, that the everlasting GK)d, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary ? there is no searching of TTi> 
understanding. He giveth power to the faint ; and 
to them that have no might He increaseth strengtL 
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the 
yoimg men shall utterly fall : but they that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall 
moxmt up with wings as eagles ; they shall nm, and 
not be weary ; and they shall walk, and not faint " 
(Isaiah xl. 27—31). 

When Jonah's soul fainted within him, he testifies 
he "remembered the Lord." Now, with this re- 
membrance of the Lord Himself — His kind and 
gracious and merciful character — ^there was also the 
remembrance of His loving and tender dealings; 
and, as Jonah thought upon those dealings with 
others, there was an inspiring and a prompting 
to hope and expect the Kke merciful manifestations of 
love, grace, and power. 

There was, moreover, a felt conviction upon the 
part of Jonah, that, notwithstanding his perilous 
and seemingly-hopeless circumstances, his prayer had 
come in unto the Lord, yea, even into His holy 
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temple. Ah, reader, it is a wondrous mercy to 
have this conviction — this holy assurance; with it, 
even ere there is the veriest sign of deliverance, there 
is the earnest of it — ^the calm, peaceful, blessed resting 
in and upon the Lord, as the prayer-hearing and the 
prayer-answering God. And this holy triumph of 
faith the Lord never discoimtenances or disowns. 

Jonah adds to his previous testimony, " They that 
observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy." 
Much — ^very much is involved in this — and which the 
Lord^s children find to their cost. Their own will 
and their own way, if sought and indulged, will most 
assuredly lead to a bitter, distressing sense of the 
loss of present peace and enjoyment as connected 
with the manifested mercy and grace- inseparable 
from a denying self, taking up the cross daily, and 
following the Lord. " But," says Jonah, " I will 
sacrifice imto Thee with the voice of thanksgiving " 
[what ! in the fish's belly, and with death and de- 
struction staring him in the face P Yes] ; " I will 
pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord." 

No sooner is Jonah brought to this climax, and 
to testify that " salvation," in its design, in its opera- 
tions, in its complete and entire fulfilment, " is of the 
Lord," than — as though He were waiting for this — 
bringing His poor rebel-wanderer down into these 
dark and dismal depths for this express end and puj> 
pose — ^we read, " and the Lord spake imto the fish, 
and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land." 

No power on earth or in hell can hold a poor soul 
a moment longer captive, when the Lord Jehovah 
says, " Loose him, and let him go." 
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DIVINE PITY AND FORBEARANCE. 

• 

" And Jonah began to enter into the city a day* a jour^ 
neyy and he cried, and said^ Tet forty days^ and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown " (Jonah iii. 4). 

Another "yet,** beloved, and it stands connected 
with the wonderful grace and the astounding meroy, 
long-suflfering, and forbearance of a covenant God, 
not merely towards His poor frail creatures as such, 
but especially in regard to His own sent servant the 
prophet. 

Now, first observe the Lord's tenderness as exhibited 
in the declaration, " And the word of the Lord came 
unto Jonah the second time.** Here was such a dis- 
play of Fatherly love and mercy. Notwithstanding 
all the perverseness and self-will of Jonah, as pre- 
viously manifested, the Lord will not 
^^lo^?'* suflfer Himself to be diverted from His 
varpose. ^^ ^^^ gracious purpose towards 
the people of Nineveh. Moreover, in 
spite of that perverseness and self-will, the Lord 
condescends still to make use of Jonah as the 
honoured instrument by whom to convey His mes- 
sage of mercy to that otherwise-doomed people. Had 
Jehovah acted as man, under the circumstances He 
would have said, at least as far as Jonah was con- 
cerned, " No, he shall not be the man to convey my 
mind. He so abused my trust before, that I will not 
employ him again. J. forgive him, but I will not employ 
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him." So far from this, Jehovah, in such a Qod-like 
manner, chooses the man who had himself received 
BO much mercy to go upon such an errand of mercy ; 
because it is clear, from Jonah's own after-testimony, 
that he felt an inward and all-powerful 

conviction, that the work to which he ^^ . ?. 

convictions, 
was then condescendingly and gra- 
ciously called was one of mercy. Hence, — oh, awfiil 
sin! abominable iniquity! — he pleads as an excuse 
for his non-compliance in regard to going to Nineveh, 
** Therefore I fled before Thee unto Tarshish, for I 
knew that Thou art a gracious God, and merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest 
Thee of the evH." 

Had not this been a great and a glorious fact, dear 
reader, we ask what would have become of Jonah, 
and what of you and of ourselves P 

We consider, however, that this very conviction 
in Jonah's mind tends, in no small degree, to set 
forth the enormity of his sin, and we shdl (as the 
Holy Ghost may enable) dwell upon it for a little, 
not from any wish to enlarge upon the nature and 
operations of sin in itself considered, but simply with 
a view of setting forth the boundless grace and the 
marvellous love of Him who " delighteth in mercy ;" 
so that poor sinners may thus be encouraged to betake 
themselves to Him, in all their weakness and sin and 
woe. 

Now, observe again, with respect to Jonah's com- 
mission, the Lord says : " Arise, go unto Nineveh, 

that great city." See how explicit the Lord is : 

D 2 
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that giest cxtr;'^ intnittrfng, ^il is a great wcA, 
Jonah, to wUeh I hmre calkd tbee: 
It vill expose diee to great danger, and 
call for the exacxseof gieat aelf-denial, 
botinv great grace diallsiistamaiidcnoompaflBfhee." 
Mareorer, in oxder that Jonah should not be in any 
difficoltTy nor at any Ices as to what to say, or how 
to act, the Lord adds, so condeeoendingly and so 
gracionsly, " and prtach unto it the premMmg that I 
hid thet.^* The Lord says nothing idiatever abont 
lesolts or consequences. With that Jonah had naught 
to do. That was the Lard's matter. All that he 
had to be ansions about, in the present stage of things, 
was to be obedient — to go forth promptly and fiith- 
folly and perseyeringly at the Lord's command. 

Now, dear reader, this is just the position of God's 
ministers. They are not called to a warfEure at their 
own charges. They are not called to cany a mes- 

esi^ oi Qieii own. They are the Lord's 
y„ V^^ messengers. They are not required to 
concoct a story, or to make-np a mis- 
sion of thoir own ; but the Lord says to His servants 
concerning any and every place whither He conmiis- 
sions them to go, ^^ preach unto it the preaching that I 
bid thee.^* "Thou shalt speak my words unto them, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear" 
(Bzek. ii. 7). Hence He is no hard Taskmaster. He 
oolls His servants to no imreasonable service ; He ex- 
acts nothing from them ; but He is kind and gracious 
and liberal to the last degree. It may to the eye 
of poor puny man appear as though He called un- 
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seemly and unfit men to His service, but the Lord is 
the best Judge of His own work. He never calls a 
man without fitting and qualifying that man to and 
for the work to which He has so called him. 

" And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's 
journey." It seems he went courageously into the 
very heart of the ciiy ; he did not linger or loiter 
upon the mere threshold of it, so that, in case of 
need, he might beat a hasiy retreat ; but he braves 
the danger of being instantly surrounded, and made 
a prisoner, or peremptorily destroyed; and, with 
equal courage, because the Lord endowed him with 
such fortitude and such courage, " he cried and said, 
Tet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown." 

Observe, reader, how very critical the position of 

Jonah, standing in the midst of a 

• i J -i . A. ix. Jonah's 

wicked city, given over at the very « , 

time to the utmost possible wickedness, 
and loudly and fearlessly and ardently declaring 
the doom that awaited it. If Jonah were a timid man, 
now was the time indeed for that timidity to show 
itself. None but a God-commissioned and a God- 
emboldened man was equal to such a state of things ; 
and this, by comparison, will make Jonah's after-sin 
appear the greater. 

Mark, reader, the immediate effects of Jonah's 
prea^jhing ; and see if there be anything more striking 
in the whole Book of God. Discover, if you caii, 
another instance or example where similar results so 
immediately followed. Moses' cautions and admoni- 
tions and remonstrances were backed up and sup- 
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ported by plague after plague, and judgment upon 
judgment ; but where were there iBsneB and efikots 
to compare with this simple preaching of Jonah? 
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself preached and pro- 
phesied, admonished and appealed, but what ^Shfk 
had eyen His testimony upon the inhabitants of 
Jerosalem, as compared with the operations upon 
the minds of the men of Nineveh at the preaching 

of Jonah P Mark our Lord's own 
^^^ comment upon this momentous sob- 
"o^'f ject, "The men of Nineveh shaU riee 
preaching. ^ judgment with this generation, and 
shall condemn it: because they re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonas; and behold, a 
greater than Jonas is here" (Matt, xii 41). "<&** — 
as if at once — instantly — ^without any doubt or hesi- 
tation whatever — "So the people of Nineveh believed 
God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 
For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he 
arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, 
and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 
And he caused it to be proclaimed and published 
through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his 
nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd 
nor flock, taste anything: let them not feed, 
nor drink water: but let man and beast be 
covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto 
God : yea, let them turn every one from his 
evil way, and from the violence that is in their 
hands. Who can tell if God will turn and repent^ 
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and turn away from His fierce anger, that we perish 
not ? " 

Mark, reader, from these verses the immediate 
and the marvelloTis results of Jonah's preach- 
ing; and conceive (if you can) a more signal re- 
cognition and honour being upon any man's 
testimony. 

. Here was : I. " The people of Nineveh believed 
God." They did not simply give to Jonah a hearing, 
and then consider whether or not they should attach 
any importance to his statements ; but they at once 
recognized him as a messenger &om God, and re- 
ceived and believed his message. Now, let this 
feet stand in contrast with that of those 
who were within hearing of the words ^^^^'^ 
and beheld so continuously the works ^'^^^^^^ ^ 
of Noah prior to the flood, how marked others 
that contrast is ! In what a very par- 
tial, and in how extremely limited, a degree can it be 
said with respect to the labours of any servant of 
God — ^however long, earnestly, and uninterruptedly 
lie may have raised his warning voice among a people 
— that "they believed God;" that is, that they re- 
ceived the testimony of the man of God. Hence, 
we contend, it was a most signal honour placed 
upon Jonah's mission — an honour almost without 
parallel, when we take into consideration the promp- 
titude and the general and indiscriminate reception 
of his words. 

II. " They put on sackcloth, and proclaimed a 
fest." No greater proof could they have given of 
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the genuineness and sincerity of their belief of Jonah's 
message. That belief did not simply consist in their 
giving utterance to so many idle words, which lacked 
depth and power, and the eflfects of which passed away 
like "a morning cloud or the early dew;" but they 
felt the force and the significancy of his declaration, 
which was at once bold and decisive. The occasion 
admitted of no mildness or moderation ; but, in ac- 
cordance with the nature and terms of his commission, 
he must adopt language of the strongest, firmest, 

and most unmistakable and conclusive 

Boldness character. Oh, what an example were 

tor (joa ana ^j^^ ^^ Jonah's for every sent servant 

of God to follow ! Not more real and 
significant was the nature of his mission to Nineveh, 
than is the commission of every messenger of Q-od 
to poor perishing sinners. 

III. There was, as previously intimated, the uni- 
versality of the movement. Now, it will be remem- 
bered, with respect to the earnest and ardent manner 
in which Lot besought his sons-in-law, saying, " Up, 
get you out of this place ; for the Lord will destroy 
this city," that it is recorded, " But he seemed as one 
that mocked unto his sons-in-law. " They heeded not. 
Again, in reference to the intimation given of one 
of the last plagues with which Jehovah was about to 
visit Egypt, it is said, that "He that feared the 
word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh 
made his servants and his cattle fiee into the houses : 
and he that regarded not the word of the Lord left 
his servants and his cattle in the field " (Exod. ix. 
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2O9 21). Here we have proof of the natural hardness 
and impenitency of poor fallen humanity. All the 
previous plagues, as well as now the renewed warn- 
ings and admonitions of Moses, were insufficient to 
arouse a wholesome conoem in the minds of these 
men who despised the word of the Lord, as thus 
spoken by the mouth of His. servant. 
But how different was it with the ^}^ Ninevites 
people of Nineveh, who " put on sack- ^ ^?^ !? 
doth from the greatest of them even to Egypfiong 
the least of them ! " thus, in a general 
and universal way, practically acknowledging their 
sin, and entreating for divine forbearance and 
mercy. 

IV. The king himself (having heard of Jonah's 
prophetic declaration) gave personal heed thereto, by 
at once rising from his throne, aad 
laying aside his robe, and covering tf Ja 
himself with sackcloth, and sitting in 
ashes. Here again, we ask, where is there a parallel 
case given in the whole Book of God, of so prompt 
and so signal an example, as for royalty itself to set 
aside all himian glory and earthly dignity, through 
the weight and significancy of the simple word of a 
man ; that word, however, being clothed with divine 
authority and power P Here, reader, was the secret 
of the matter. This is the only way in which it 
can be accounted for, namely, that God Himself gave 
dignity and importance and irresistible significancy 
to the commission with which he had condescendingly 
entrusted His servant. 
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y. The king, tinder the weight that pressed upon 
his heart, publishes tai and wide the decree, that there 
should be a nniyersal fast, both upon the part of 
man and beast. MoreoTer, he urges that man shonld 
017 mightily unto God, and turn every one firom his 
eyil way. What stronger proof of real penitenoy and 
genuine sorrow could hare been given P Moreover, 
he adds — and in this glorifies Jehovah in no small 

degree — " Who can tell if Gk)d will 
^"^ turn and repent,- and turn away from 
His fierce wrath, that we perish not?" 
Once more, we ask the reader to place this conduct 
and this language upon the part of the king of 
Nineveh in contrast with the words and actions of 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 

Then how gracious and how encouraging is the re- 
cord, " And God saw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way ; and God repented of the evil, 
that He had said that He would do unto them ; and 
He did it not." 

We now, dear reader, proceed to contemplate the 
conduct of Jonah; and, in doing so, it is for the 
express purpose of setting forth, in so far as our 
poor feeble powers can do, the boimdless love and 
the astounding grace and the matchless patience 
and forbearance of the God with whom both Jonah 
had, and you and ourselves have, to do. 

In immediate connexion with the declaration just 
before made of the Lord's regarding with compla- 
cency and compassion the penitential acts of the 
people of Nineveh, we read that "it displeased Jonah, 
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and he was very angry." Instead of being over- 
whelmed with astonishment and gratitude that the 
Lord had oaused an apparently-doomed people to give 
heed to his words, and then (of God's great mercy) 
save themselves from the judgments and the destruc- * 
tion that awaited them, his proud heart was morti- 
fied and vexed to the last degree. He 
would sooner that that whole ciiy should , 

have perished, than that his prophecy desires, 
should not have been fulfilled. There 
is no qualifying his conduct. It would be sinfrd on 
our part to make it less sin on his. His sin, we con- 
sider, was of the very deepest hue. It was not only 
a gross abuse of the Lord Jehovah's merciful forbear- 
ance and lovingkindness, but it was the indulgence, 
on the part of Jonah, of a spirit that embraced the 
foul element of murder. We consider that, in the 
eye of pure and unsullied Omniscience, it must have 
involved this, and nothing less than this. 

Mark again, reader, the spirit and tone of his 
prayer : " And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, 
I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my 
saying, when I was yet in my country? Ab^se of 
Therefore I fied before unto Tarshish : ^^™®. 
for I knew that Thou art a gracious ^ 
God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness, and repentest Thee of the evil. Therefore now, 
Lord, take, I beseech Thee, my life from me; for 
it is better for me to die than to live " (Jonah iv. 
1 — 3). Now observe, what was couched in this 
prayer : 
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1. A remonstrating with God ; a virtual telling 

^ . , Him that He was not to be trusted 
The vaned . ., l ix. x- 

fe t e f ^^ carrying out or the executing 

Jonah's sm. -^^ threats : and assigning this as a 

reason why he was unwilling to enter 

upon the work to which he was called. 

2. It was a throwing back as it were into the 
very face of God, that tenderness and patience and 
forbearance which are so essentially characteristic 
of a God that " delighteth in mercy ;" and this was 
the more flagrant in Jonah, inasmuch as he had so 
recently experienced such mercy and goodness at the 
hand of the Lord. 

3. It was a dictating to the Lord, and an en- 
treating Him to take away a life which had just 
been so sovereignly and miraculously preserved. 
Moreover, not only did his language betray a total 
absence of submission to the divine will, but like- 
wise a spirit of rebellion akin, if not absolutely 
equal to, self-murder. 

4. His going out of the city, and watching to 
see what might become of it, was practicaUy expres- 
sive of a hope that the Lord might again alter His 
purpose, and destroy the city. Hence Jonah had not 
the slightest feeling in common with the inhabitants 
of the city who fasted and prayed, covered them- 
selves with sackcloth, and sat in ashes, with the 
hope that God might yet have mercy upon them. 

Now, reader, to sum up, we would call your atten- 
tion to two things : first, to the deeply soul-humbling 
fact of what men — ^yea, God's own servants — ^are 
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oapable when left to the pride and depravity of their 
own hearts. That Jonah was a servant of God there 
can be no doubt ; this we sought to show in our last 
paper. But there is no sin or abomination into 
which God's own people may not fall if left of Him; 
nay, there is a sense in which they are more exposed 
to sin, and more likely to fall into it, than the 
worldling : it is in that they are more 
a mark for Satan than those whom as Godly men 
yet he feels to be his prey. Such is ^^^^ ^ 
Satan's hatred against Christ, and all Satan 
"who bear His image, that he would 
make a more deadly attack upon them than others 
"who neither knew nor cared to love and serve Him. 

Secondly. How marvellously is displayed in con- 
nexion with Jonah and his self-will and 
rebellion, the pity, the patience, the Jehovah's 
lonff-suflferinfi:, the compassion of Jeho- ^^^rveilous 
vah. It was richly and blessedly exhi- 
bited with respect to the king and the people of 
Nineveh, in regard to whom it is shown how re- 
luctant the Lord is to destroy, and how ready to 
receive the tokens and evidences of real penitence and 
sorrow. But oh, in reference to Jonah, with his better 
light, deeper teaching, and so recent marvellous de- 
liverance from the most imminent of perils, how great 
the grace, how rich the love, how astounding the 
mercy, how boundless the compassion, how infinite 
the patience, how divine the forbearance, how won- 
drous the long-sufiering of Him who said to Jonah, 
"Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which 
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thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which 
came up in a night, and perished in a night. And 
should not I spare Nineveh, that great diy, wherein 
are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot 
discern between their right hand and their left hand; 
and also much cattle P" (Jonah iv. 10, 11). 

What sinner (however deeply-dyed or long stand- 

^, . ing his sin) — ^what poor backslider 

Nosmner . , , ^ i- i.x j i 

need despair. ^S^^^*' ^^. ^^"^^ ^^ %1^* ^^ l^v®> 
' need despair of mercy or renewed for- 
giveness and compassion after such a declaration as 
this? 
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PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE; 

OB, DIVINE FAITHFULNESS AND ALL-SUFFICIENCY 
IN LIFE, IN DEATH, AND TO ALL ETERNITY. 

** Who delivered U8 from so great a deaths and doth 
deliver ; in whom we trust that He will yet deliver 
us'' (2 Cor. i. 10). 

Beloved, can any language be more comprehensiTeP 
Does it not in very deed embrace, as above intimated, 
the past, the present, and the future P 

Now, to whichever death the apostle here refers, 
the deliverance from such death is wholly and solely 
attributable to God ! To Him, and Him alone, is 
all the praise and glory due. Let us look at it, dear 
reader, in its twofold aspect, and then seek to trace 
delivering mercy up to the gracious acts of a cove- 
nant Jehovah. 

It becomes increasingly necessary, in the day in 

which we live, when error is rife on every hand, 

and when the fundamental truths of our most holy 

fedth are so vigorously assailed, to place before our 

readers, as plainly and forcibly as we can, facts as 

presented to us in God's most holy 

book. '' To the law and to the testi- ^PP®.^ *® *^® 

Scnptures. 
mony ; if they speak not according to 

these, it is because there is no light in them " (Isa. 

viii. 20). 

Now, by reference to the second chapter of Genesis, 

we read in the 16tii and 17th verses, '^ And the Lord 
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oommanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat : but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 
of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
flhalt surely die," or margin, "dying, thou shalt 
die." In the next chapter, in which particulars are 
given of the serpent's beguiling Eve, and the eating 
of the forbidden tree, and giving to her husband, and 
his eating thereof also, we read, as the summary of 
the condemnation there pronounced," And unto Adam 
He said. Because thou hast hearkened unto the 
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which 
I commanded thee, saying. Thou shalt not eat of it : 
cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; thorns also 
and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou 
shalt eat the herb of the field ; in the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou 
art, and imto dust shalt thou return" (Gen. iii. 
17—19). 
Hence, then, reader, the entrance of spiritual death 
into our world. Adam, fell, and the 

^^US^Sa ^^^^® ^^ ^ posterity (without a soU- 
' tary exception) fell in and by him. 

universality. ^^ *^^^ ^ ®^ ^^* ^^^ involved hiTn 

and his in spiritual death, but it en- 
tailed upon him, and upon them, natural death ; and 
(without divine intervention) eternal death also. 
Thus a threefold death was introduced by sin ; death 
spiritual, and (as we have shown) all are the sub- 
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jeots of this death. Then, with respect to the second 
death, as yet there have been but two exceptions &om 
Adam down to the present moment : these were 
Enoch and Elijah. The only other exceptions will 
be those of whom the apostle Paul speaks in the 
15th chapter of his first epistle to the Corinthians, 
where, at the 51st and 52nd verses, he says : " Be- 
hold, I show you a mystery ; we shall not all sleep 
(that is, we shall not all die), but we shall all be 
ohanged, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump : for the trumpet shall soiind, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
"be changed." Speaking of the imiversal fall and its 
consequences, the same apostle elsewhere says : 
** Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
"world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned " (Eom. v. 12). 
There is a third death, and that the effects of sin ; it 
is eternal death, where, we read, "the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched" (Mark ix. 44). 

Now the apostle, in his various epistles, makes re- 
peated reference to the spiritual death . 
of which we have spoken. Take an J ., 
example : " And you hath He quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins " (Eph. ii. 1). 
Not more void of animal life are those whose poor 
bodies lie mouldering in the graveyards than is 
every son and daughter of Adam by nature destitute 
of true spiritual life. Nor can any power short of 
Divine and Almighty power impart that life. It is 
the distinct province of God the Holy Ghost, and 

E 
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Him alone, to Gommunioate that life. It ivere ten 
thoofland timea easier to give natnial life (and where 
oan there be a greater impoasibilifyP) than to impart 
a single spark of qpiritoal life to thoee still ** dead in 
tres()aeaes and sins." 

However humbling this troth may be, dear readipr 
— and we ailmit it U most hnmiliating'-^-atill it is 
fraught with the richest satis&otion to those who 
have oxi^rienced the life-giving power of the Holy 
Uhi^st. iSuoh know the change that has passed upon 
iliom. Suoh remember what they icere^ and feel what 
they now an. Such are prepared to testify that 
thoy wore ai*oretime callous to everything appertai][^- 
iug to the interests of their never-dying souls. Such 
will honestly declare that up to a certain period 
" thoy were without Christ, bemg aliens bom the oom- 
monwinUth of Israel, and strangers fix)m the oovenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world** (KpL ii. Vi). Such will acknowledge that 
JtHius wtis iu very deed ^'as a root out of a dry 
If round ** to them ; that *' He had no form nor oome- 
linoss ;** luul that He had ^^no beauty that they 

should desire Him " (Isa. liii. 2). But 

howl '^' ' "^^^ • ^ *^® blessed firuits and ef- 
fwts of the mighty work that has been 
ilono in thoni ns well as for them, their language is 
ohan(((nl fVoni ''We will not have this man to 
nM^n <»ver us'* (Luke xix. 14), to "Tell me^ 
'rh<»u whom my soul loveth! where Thou 
fniultmt, wht^rt* Tliou makest Thy flock to rest at 
noon : for why should I be as one that tum^th 
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aside by the flocks of Thy companions P" (Sol. 
Song i. 7.) 

Beader, do you know anything of this mighty 
ohange P Can you say Christ is " all your salvation 
and all your desire ?" (2 Sam. xxiii. 5.) Can you 
testify to the great, the glorious fact, that He is '^ the 
ohiefeet among ten thousand," yea, ^^ the altogether 
bvely ?" (SoL Song v. 10, 16.) 

Boeder, "what think ye of Christ?" Can you 
adopt the words of the poet, and say : 

'' If asked what of Jesus I think 

(Although all my best thoughts are but poor), 
I say He's mj Meat and mj Drink, 

My Life, and my Strength, and my Store ; 
My Shepherd, my Husband, my Friend, 

My Saviour fi'om sin and from thrall : 
My hope from beginning to end. 

My portion, my Lord, and my all" P 

Oh, if you can with sincerity say this, you have 
abundant reason to " thank God and take courage ;" 
for, mark you, Christ is only "precious to them 
that believe " (1 Peter ii. 7) ; and to those to whom 
He is precious on earth He will be a portion to all 
eternity ! It must be so ; it is, verily, an impossibility 
that it can be otherwise. Upon any other principle 
the whole covenant scheme of salvation would be 
defeated, and the grand and glorious redemption of 
Jesus annihilated, the which can never^ never be; 
for 

*' O'er heaven's high arch a motto stands engraved, 

*None were excluded here who sought the Saviour's aid;' 

And o'er the mouth of helFs dark disaial cave, 
' Jesus the purchase of His blood will have.' " 

E 2 
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The death, however, to which the apostle refers in 
the words before us, we conceive not to be the 
spiritual death to which we have adverted (although 
in a deUverance from that death he elsewhere again 
and again rejoices), but from one of the many violent 
deaths to which he had been exposed through the 
venom of his persecutors. In the 4th chapter of this 
same epistle, he distinctly states, "We which live are 
always delivered imto death for Jesus' sake." We 
imderstand that by this language he meant to say, he 
was always in danger ; his natural life'was imperilled 
through the rage and fury of his opposers and the 
enemies of the cross of Jesus. Go where he would, 
and address himself to whom he may, he knew that 
(humanly speaking) he went " with his life in his 
hand." Mark the apostle's precious language, dear 
reader, as expressed in the 20th chapter of the Acts, 
22nd to 24th verses : " And now, behold, I go bound 
in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that shaU befaU me there ; save that the Holy Ghost 
witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflic- 
tions abide me. But none of these things move 

„, . ., me, neither count I my life dear unto 

The Apostle's ,« xu xt • i.x!c • i. 

, ^, myseli, so that 1 might nnisn my course 

with joy, and the ministry, which I 

. ; have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel 

of the grace of God." And there is not a question that 

. the apostle's happiest seasons on earth were when he was 

thus testifying of the grace, and the love, and the power 

of his Lord and Master, although at the very moment 

his merely natural life was imminentiy imperilled. 
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Ah, reader, blessed be God, there is indeed a verity 
in this rich and happy experience ! There are those 
among the Lord's Z,2^ nowwho, in spite, it may 
be, of the greatest possible human weakness and 
oreatore nervousness (so called), have at certain times 
and under certain circumstances been so completely 
lifted up out of themselves, and so raised above all 
fleshly fears and fleshly foes, as to be absolutely 
indifferent about all results and consequences. So 
precious has been the word of the Lord, and so all- 
powerful has been the grace then and there commu- 
xiieated, that there has been the fullest, the heartiest, 
"(he most unquestionable realization of aU the fulness 
cmd the blessedness of the utterance, 
*' Neither count I my life dear unto . ^ 
anyseK." Yea, there has been, at such ^^^ Christ 
iimes and seasons, a tiiorough practical 
Tmderstanding oi Luther* 8 not counting himself w?ortty 
-of martyrdom for the sake of Jesus, and of Bufher' 
forcTs hearty desire, in the gaol of Aberdeen, to be 
led forth as a martyr for the selfsame loving and 
lovely Lord. These things, we admit, dear reader, 
are supernatural, and not often experienced by even 
the Lord's most highly-favoured servants; still we 
unhesitatingly testify, that such have been in posi- 
tions when these have been their happy and highly- 
privileged emotions. And we dwell upon the fact, 
in order to prove the Lord's all-suflGleiency, and to 
encourage the weak, and the doubting, and the dis- 
mayed, in regard to any trials or persecutions which 
may be coming upon the earth. 
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Manjy yery many, of the dear children of Gt)d are 
sorely affiighted as they contemplate themselves in 
their weakness and cowardice ; and they say, ^^ In the 
event of persecutions, such as have been, again oocnr- 
ring, how would their little faith stand so severe a 
testP'' Ah, beloved. His grace is as powerful, and 
as all-sufficient, and as sure of being imparted, in 
case of need, now as ever. There is not the shadow 
of a doubt in our own mind, that, should the present 
state of things wear a still more formidable aspect, 
and should those events which are clearly foreshown 
by the prophet Daniel, and in the Revelation, come 
about in our own time, or in a future generation, 

the Lord's own dear children will not 
Perilous times ^jjy \^ specially sustained and divinely 

. . ? ^^ supported, but as specially and as di- 
in faith and "^^Ij c^®®^®^! ^"^^l co^o^®^. In proof, 
j^QpQ^ mark the precious language of our dear 
Lord and Master, who, after testifying 
of " men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming upon the earth," 
says: "And when these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your 
redemption draweth nigh " (Luke xxi. 28). Observe, 
moreover, what the Lord thrice affirms within the 
compass of two verses by the prophet Joel i " And 
my people shall never be ashamed " (Joel ii. 26, 27). 
Now what language can be more definite or com- 
prehensive P Hence the every condition — weak, and 
timid, and trembling as it may be — of the every 
child of God must be embraced in the declaration. 
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Ajtid We verily believe, fis in the past so in the fiittire, 
the very weakest and the most retimng and appre- 
hensive of the Lord's fanuly shall, by the grace im- 
part;ed in the time of difficulty and danger, ^^be 
stStong and do exploits '' (Dan. xi. 32). The present 
felt inability or darkness or doubt has nought what- 
ever to say to the matter. The promise runs, " Ab 
thy days, so shall thy strength be " (Deut. xxxiii. 25). 

'' 'Tis jnst in the last distressing hour 
Our God displays delivering power ; 
The mount ot danger is the place 
Where we shall see surprising grace." 

We have been personally a good deal exercised, for 
months past, upon the matter of the article of death. 
Satan has taken no small advantage of physical weak- 
ness and infirmity to suggest, again and again, " How 
wilt thou do with them in the swellings of Jor- 
dan?" (Jer. xii. 5.) What we have passed through 
during the last two years and upwards in this 
r^pect is utterly beyond our power to describe. 

Suffice it to say, it has exceeded, as 

- n 1, ^ The fear of 

fer as memory serves, all we had ever , . , 

previously undergone. Nor could we 

at all account for it. We were perfectly at a loss to 

know whp the Lord thus tried us. We could appeal 

to TTim that, step by step, in all our movements, 

we had sought counsel of Him and entreated Him 

never to allow us to take a single step alone ; for He 

Wfell knew— and we well knew also — that, if so left, 

that step would be sure to be a wrong one. But oh, 

tiiB depths ! oh, the sinkings of heart ! oh, that " sen- 



56 Goulds PROMISES: 

tenoe of death in ourselves," of which £he apostle 
speaks in immejliate connexion with the subject now 
before us! With the hope that it may meet some 
poor tried and tempted soul's condition, we will 
just state that, notwithstanding aU that we had been 
called to pass through during nearly five-and-forty 
years of a tried and chequered experience, such was 
our recent gloom, darkness, despondency, that, fix)m 
our inmost soul, we wished we had never been bom ! 
Gladly could we have foregone every hope of eternal 
bliss and blessedness, if so be we could but have been 
annihilated. As we have sat in the train, we have 
envied (as far as ourselves were concerned) the pas- 
sengers in the North of Wales, who were instantly 
deprived of life, not one of them, we believe, knowing 
what the article of death was. So completely did 
" the sorrows of death compass us, and the pains of 
hell get hold upon us," that we recoiled beyond ex- 
pression at the very sight of a hearse or mourning 
coach. We even doubted the power of God to deliver 
us &om the dreadful state of darkness and desolation 
in which our poor soul then was. Although it was a 
time of " strong crying and tears," yet it seemed as 
though He " shut out our prayer." What sleepless 
nights ! what anxious days ! Often have we thought 
we must sit down, and then and there die ! Yet there 
was, at the same time, the greatest possible shrinking 

from the article of death. Oh, what 

companions were Job and Jeremiah at 

these seasons ! and the Psalmist, also, 

when he cried, " Will the Lord cast oflf for ever P and 
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will He be favourable no more ? Is TTia mercy dean 
gone for ever P Doth His promise fail for evermore ? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath He in 
anger shut up His tender mercies?" (Psalm Ixxvii. 
7 — 9). And yet (strange as it may appear) this ex- 
perience (agonizing though it was) was immediately 
connected with some of the most blessed times in 
the pulpit and at the prayer-meeting. 

Dear tried and tempted reader, we just briefly 
touch upon these facts, with the hope that you may 
see you are not alone in the path of temptation and 
triaL Mark that word of the apostie Peter, " Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
unto you " (1 Peter iv. 12). Ghreatly at a loss as 
we were at the time, to think what possible ad- 
vantage could accrue from that state of things, we 
are thankful for them now ; we rejoice in them now. 
Oh, blessed be (Jod for that precious statement in 
Heb. xii. 11: "Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous : nevertheless after- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are ex- « ^ , „ 

ercised thereby" (Heb. xii. 11), Ah, ^^ \i\i}i, 
beloved, it is the " afterward " we need 
patience to wait for ; and, if the " afterward " be so 
blessed on earth, what will it be in heaven ? Here 
even the " afterward " is to be followed by other trials 
and other temptations ; not so the " afterward " there! 
Oh, no ! we shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, in a glorious, a blessed, an uninterrupted 
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and ereilastnig ^ afterwud," jnaSb&Stf iodd joyouUf 
to fling " unto Him tbat loved vs^ and washed us 
fix>m our sins in His own Uood, and hath made us 
kings and priests nnto God and His Father; to Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

Bnt we have been digressing. We were going 
on just now to state, with respect to the oontempl»« 
tion of the article of death, that for many years wd 
had been wont to rest upon the promise, ^Thy 
shoes shall be iron and brass ; and as thy day% so 
shall thy strength be/' as applicable not only to the 
constant and unceasing necessitieB of the wilderness, 
but likewise in regard to the strongtih and ooUnigd 
and confidence in the hour and article ^ dissolu- 
tion. But for a season, as already intimated, we 
have been diyested for most part of this hope, and 
we have been seeking to roalize prosent peace, present 

comfort, present strength for that 
at ^«i solemn hour. Now, as tiiis is not 

dving hour, absolutely necessary, so we believe the 
Lord will not vouchsafe it. Men may 
coimt it a bold — a presumptuous — an unscriptund 
venture to look for — ^to hope for — to expect " dying 
strength in a dying hour ;" then, and not until then ! 
But we contend that for those who have known the 
Lord — who have proved the Lord — ^who have been 
familiar with His leadings and teachings and traLa- 
ings, month after month, and year after year — it 
may be for many, many years — ^for such, we say, to 
hope in Him, to expect from Him, is neither bold, 
nor presumptuous, nor unscriptural. It is simple 
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faith ; it is a childlike trust ; it is a holy reposing : 
and anything short of it where the possessor is able, 
upon scriptural grounds, to say, " I know whom I 
have believed," and " Thou hast known my soul in 
adversities," is unbeHef and distrust, and therefore 
God-dishonouring. 

Now, we are firmly of opinion that it was this 
simple childlike confidence that prompted the apostle 
to exclaim, " Who delivered us from so great a death, 
and doth deliver ; in whom we trmt that He will 
yet deliver us." And oh ! consider what that " yet " 
comprehends, even the whole remaining future; yea, 
that unspeakably blessed state of things of which the 
apostle speaks in the Second Epistle to Timothy: 
"And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil 
work, and will preserve me unto His heavenly king- 
dom : to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen " 
'(2 Tim. iv. 18). 

Eeader, permit us to ask. Did you ever know a 

single instance wherein such simple 

childlike trust and confidence was dis- ««^, ^„^ 

01 uocl ever 

owned of God, and the subject of it put ^^ p 
to shame and confusion? Mark you, 
we speak not of the vague, nominal, superficial, off- 
hand exclamation, "Oh, it will be time enough tc 
think of death when death comes. The Lord Him- 
self said, * Take therefore no thought for the mor- 
row; for the morrow shall take thought for the 
things of itself. Suflficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof " (Matt. vi. 34). As the greatest and most 
consolatory truths are liable to abuse, so we admit 
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suoh a glorious Scripture may be, and is, grossly 
perverted ; but this is no reason why a dear child 
of God should relinquish his right of participation in 
what is clearly and definitely intended for him. Be- 
cause gold is counterfeited, are sovereigns no longer 
to be the current coin of the realm ? Shall we take 
no medicine because some is spurious P Shall we 
discard all bread on account of certain adulterations P 
We repeat, the more blessed the promise, the more 
open to perversion, because of Satan's jealousy and 
craft. 

Reader, we are as sure as we are of our own ex- 
istence, that every poor sensible sinner who has been 
brought by the Holy Ghost to know, and feel, and 
acknowledge himself as such, and who is simply 
looking to Jesus as the Resurrection and the life, 
shall never be deceived nor disappointed. He shall 
feel the cleansing virtue of His sin-atoning blood, 
and the completeness and perfection of His righte- 
ousness to cover His poor naked soul. He shall see 
His delivering hand, feel His sustaining power, and 

be the subject of His providential care 

faithfalGod ^^^ keeping all the passage of the 

wilderness ; and at last, in the Jordan 
or in the valley of the shadow of death, he shall feel 
that "the everlasting arms are imdemeath," and 
His blessed presence so vouchsafed as that he shall 
" fear no evil " (Psa. xxiii. 4). 

We repeat, believer, that we have no more doubt 
of these sacred scriptural verities than we have of 
our own existence. Our present feelings, or the mere 
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estimate of poor &ail and fallen flesh and blood, has 
nothing whatever to say to the matter. " We walk 
by faith, not by sight " (2 Cor. v. 7) : 

** Oould we «ee how all were right. 
Where were room for credence P 
'Tis by faith, and not by sight. 
Christians learn obedience." 

Reader, let us conclude by quoting one of the ten 
thousand illustrations that might be given. Since 
we commenced this paper, we called upon a dear 
Christian and deeply-tried friend, who said that, on 

Christmas Day last, a dear old disciple 

« J n ii J i. Example of 

of upwards oi threescore years and ten . . ., 

made one of the family party at din- ^f^a hour 
ner ; and, in the afternoon, she not 
only joined the juniors of the household in singing 
many precious hymns, but testified much and grate- 
fully of the Lord's goodness to her during her long 
and eventful life. She had suddenly been bereft of 
her husband, since whose death she had kept a little 
school ; and what with parish-pay, and half-a-crown 
a week allowed her by two nephews, she had managed 
to get on very well. But, as she was walking home 
that night, leaning upon the arm of our friend, 
she said, " Oh, how Satan tries me ! He does put 
such things into my mind ; and he says, * Ah, what 
wiU you do by-and-by when this Httle help fails, and 
when you fall sick, and have nobody to wait upon 
you V I said, ' Get thee behind me, Satan ; ye tried 
to tempt my Master.' " On the following Sunday , 
not coming down-stairs as usual, a friend went up 
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to her room, and found her drowsy and breathing 
rather heavily ; but, upon having a cup of tea given 
her and being asked how she was, she said she was 
very well. One of her nephews came, and, not being 
satisfied with appearances, fetched a doctor, who at 
once said she was sinking. The dear nephew 
(though a man with a large family, and thus having 
other claims) remained with her; and, laying him- 
self down upon the outside of the bed, so as instantly 
to respond to any want she might express, he closely 
watched over the dear departing saint. She was in 
no pain ; she had no fear ; all was peace. " / shall 
soon he otier the river ^^ said she ; and, shortly after, 
giving just one gasp, she was gone to be " for ever 
with the Lord." Reader, this took place upon the 
borders of this parish on the first Sunday in this year. 
The dear saint's name was Humphrey. 

Blessed, blessed be God for His divine faithfulness ; 
blessed, blessed be a triune Jehovah, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, for a salvation that is as complete, 
and as full and free, as the eternal Trinity could 
render it. 

Beader, may the Lord the Spirit make it your 
mercy, and increasingly ours also, to exclaim, " Who 
hath delivered us from so great a death, and doth 
deliver ; in whom we trust that He will yet deliver 
us!" 
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A PROTECTION AND PROVISION THAT 
HAS NEVER FAILED. 

*^ I have been young ^ and now am old; yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken^ nor his seed begging 
bread ^^ (Psalm xxxvii. 25). 

Blessed John Newton used to say that experience 
was the key to open many of the mysteries of the 
Scriptures. The same idea of personal knowledge 
and personal observation is fraught with much com- 
fort and satisfaction, as so confirming and establishing 
the word of God. Moreover, it gives such strength 
and tone to the testimony. Mark, in proof, the 
statement of the psalmist, as being distinct &om and 
far above mere hearsay. "/," he says, " have been 
young, and now am old ; yet have / not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." 

Eeader, this is a blessed testimony for God and 
truth. Moreover, we believe it to be one which will 
bear the very strictest, closest, and most searching 
inquiry. Yea, we are sure the deeper the scrutiny 
the more fully shall the truth be ratified and con- 
firmed, that the Lord never has forsaken, nor will 
He ever forget His people. The cove- . 

nant into which He entered with Jacob , , 
is precisely that into which He has 
likewise entered with Jacob's seed. " Behold, I am 
with thee," said Jehovah, " and wiU keep thee in all 
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pfaoea whither thou goest" (Gen. xxviii. 16). The 
reader will observe that the word "places" is ia 
italics, and, consequently, is supplied, as not being 
in the original. Hence the keeping includes, not 
only all places, but all times and all circumstances. 
Provision, therefore, is an absolute necessity as in- 
volved in the gracious covenant engagement of a 
covenant God. 

The reader, moreover, will do well to consider the 
omniscience and omnipresence, as well as the onmi- 
potency, of Jehovah. When He pledged HimseK 
to Jacob, and to all Jacob's seed in and after him, 
He did so in the fullest, most supernatural, and 
infinitely comprehensive foreview of all that the 

patriarch and his posterity would re- 

All 6 Ven wB • mi_ J • 1 • J • 

foreseen <1^^^®- There was not a smgle position 
in which a solitary member of the 
whole elect household of faith could be placed, nor 
the veriest necessity of which such member would be 
the subject, that was not foreseen and provided 
against in the eternal purpose and loving pleasure 
of Jehovah. It was this which led the psalmist in 
his day so gratefully to exclaim, "Although my 
house be not so with God, yet He hath made with 
me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things^ 
and sure : for this is all my salvation, and all my 
desire, although He make it not to grow " (2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5). 

Believer, the fact is full of richest consolation, that 
there is no afterthought with our God; that He 
eternally saw the end from the beginning. He lives, 
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as it were, and ever did live, in one eternal now. 

All events stand fully developed to His own eternal 

mind ; and (blessed be His name !) He " worketh all 

things after the counsel of His own will ; none dare 

stay Hia hand, nor say. What doest Thou?" (Dan. 

iv. 35). If the reader would have proof of this 

comprehensive foreview of the eternal Grod, let him 

contemplate it as exhibited to Abraham, when He 

said to him, "Know of a surety that 

ii ji 1 n "1 A • 1 J xsraei s cap* 

thy seed snail be a stranger m a land xi--if ^ ^^^^ 

that is not theirs, and shall serve shown, 
them ; and they shall afflict them four 
hundred years ; and also that nation, whom they 
shall serve, will I judge : and afterward shall they 
come out with great substance. And thou shalt go 
to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a 
good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall 
come hither again : for the iniquity of the Amorites 
is not yet full" (Gen. xv. 13 — 16), See this fore- 
knowledge also wondrously displayed in the reve- 
lation made to Moses, to whom, after the Lord had 
declared His pleasure to send him to Pharaoh, as 
Israel's deliverer. He said, " And I am sure that the 
king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a 
mighty hand. And I will stretch out my hand, 
and smite Egypt with aU my wonders which I will 
do in the midst thereof : and after that he will let you 
go " (Exod. iii. 19, 20). 

Mark, moreover, dear reader, this foreknowledge of 
God as manifested in and by His servants the pro- 
phets. Take an example with regard to Israel's being 

F 



66 G OJyS PR OMISES : 

brought into captivity by the king of Babylon, and, 
after a definite period, being delivered from his 
tyrannizing sway. " This whole land," says Jehovah 

by the mouth of the prophet Jere- 

, ,. miah, " shall be a desolation and an 

declared, astonishment; and these nations shall 

serve the king of Babylon, seventy 
years. And it shall come to pass, when seventy years 
are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Ba- 
bylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their 
iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will 
make it perpetual desolations " (Jer. xxv. 11, 12). 
Now, how literally was this fulfilled, as seen in the 
closing up of the second book of Chronicles ! 

We have dwelt for a moment upon these facts, 
dear reader, simply for the purpose of stating that, as 
Jehovah has literally fulfilled His word in regard 
to the past, so He will as literally fulfil His word 

with respect to the future ! If He f ore- 

ure events ^^^ what would from time to time 
known . „ , 

to God occur, ages upon ages beiore such oc- 
currences ; so with equal precision and 
with a corresponding identity shall all that the Lord 
hath spoken in reference to the future come to pass. 
There is not the shadow of a doubt about it ; and here 
it behoves the Lord's people to " be still and know that 
He is Grod, for He will be exalted among the heathen ; 
He will be exalted in the earth " (Ps. xlvi. 10). 

But, with respect to the special care and kindly 
provision of Jehovah as vouchsafed to His people, 
there is a sweet and most consolatory testimony 
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given in tlie 32n(l chapter of Deuteronomy : " For 
the Lord's portion is His people ; Jacob is the lot 
of His inheritance. He found him in a desert land, 
and in the waste howling wilderness; He led him 
about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple 
of HiH eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, 
fluttereth over her yoimg, spreadeth abroad her 
wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings : so 
the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange 
god with him " (v. 9 — 12). How precious is the con- 
templation that this so large and comprehensive a 
statement has, &om that moment to the present, been 
so graciously and so literally fulfilled. The preser- 
vation of the Lord, and the provision by the Lord, 
for and on the behalf of His people, is a matter, dear 
reader, that may well affect our cold and thankless 
hearts. " Oh, Israel," He says, " thou shalt not be 
forgotten of me " (Isa. xliv. 21) ; and sure we are 
it is an incontrovertible truth — an eternal verity. 
Never, never was one of the Lord's dear 

children, imder any circumstances, over- , 

' *i ' remesiDraiicfi 

looked or forsaken by Him. On the 
contrary, any trial or affliction, privation or sorrow, 
has only, so to speak, prompted the Lord to come 
forth on their behalf, in the rich and blessed exercise 
of His wisdom, love, and power. Oh, how true is the 
word which closes that beautiful epitome of Jehovah's 
dealings with His Church and people, the 107th 
psalm : " Whoso is wise, and will observe these 
things, even they shall understand the loving- 
kindness of the Lord I " 

f2 
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" I have been young, and now am old," says the 
psalmist. Hence his testimony is personal as well 
as relative. He had for himself experienced and 

enjoyed the things of which he spoke. 

This we know to be true, inasmuch 

undeniable. ^ *^® ^^^ ^^® graciously left upon 
record such ample proof and evidence 
of the genuineness and reality of His leadings and 
dealings with His servant. Whose history was more 
rich in illustration of the watchful eye, the bountiful 
provision, the special interest of the Lord Jehovah, 
than that of the psalmist ? No man could speak more 
pointedly and definitely than David. Oh, reader, 
what a mercy is this ! No sophistries of men, no 
craftiness of Satan, can succeed long together in deny- 
ing or arguing men out of what their eyes have seen 
and their hands have handled of the word of life. 
That which they have seen and heard they declare ; 
such testimony, grounded as it is upon the Spirit's 
opening, savingly and experimentally, of the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love Him, is 
both weighty and undeniable. "We cannot but 
speak," said the disciples Peter and John, "the 
things which we have seen and heard " (Acts. iv. 20). 
Moreover, as we have said, the psalmist's testi- 
mony was not only personal, but 

. . _ - relative. Hence he adds to Ms own 
provision of 

God's people. Personal experience the significant "ye^" 

— " yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." Therefore 
what he saw was in perfect imison with what he had 
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proved. And this is midoubtedly substantiated by 
plain matter of fact. The Lord does care for His 
people. He preserves them and He provides for them 
in a most wonderful way. They are objects of His 
ceaseless kindness and compassion; and we believe 
it will be part of the blessed employment of heaven 
to review and retrace Jehovah's wondrous dealings 
on earth. Then, under a clearer light and a purer 
intelligence, shall be seen and felt matters and mer- 
cies which, in our present poor and imperfect state, 
our little contracted minds fail to perceive, and our 
cold and thankless hearts fail to feel. 

There are times, however, even now, when in the 
saints' occasional meeting on pilgrimage through this 
vale of tears, they are lost in adoring wonder and 
amazement as they imitedly compare notes, and 
conmiune one with the other upon the marvellously- 
interposing hand and kind and gracious provision of 
our God, illustrating and confirming, as such confer- 
ences do, the psalmist's blessed testimony, " I have 
been young, and now am old ; yet have I not seen 
the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." 

The Lord's own dear people are ofttimes fed and 
nourished in a wonderftd way. Human wisdom and 
creature help not unfrequently fail, in order that the 
Lord's own special way of providing and sustaining 
and upholding should in the more marked and con- 
clusive manner be seen and acknowledged. The Lord 
does thus, so to speak, take matters out of man's 
hands significantly and condescendingly into His own. 
Dear reader, have you ever known this personally 
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and experimentally P Have you ever been in posi- 
tions and so hampered by cireunistances 

^^^eade/^^ that, if the Lord had not appeared in 

His own loving, timely, and tender 
"Wfi-y* JOVL know not what would have been the con- 
sequence P Perhaps your position has been such that 
you could not make it known to a creature. The 
dearest friend on earth has been to you, in this 
respect, as a stranger and an alien. You could not 
—no, not even if your very life had been at stake — 
discover to such what was pent up in your own 
heart. It was a secret between God and your own 
soul. You could sigh and cry before Him, and 
Him alone. You could breathe out in bitter tears 
and sighs and groans that which, for very weight and 
anguish, bore you down, as it were, to the very earth. 
Throwing off as you might have endeavoured to do 
one moment before your fellow-creature the weight 
and the care and the worm-like gnawing at your very 
heart ; yet, the next moment when loosed from that 
creature, oh how intense has been the wrestling and 
the groaning and the beseeching and the importuning 
at the mercy-seat ! Oh, how sweet that word, " Thou 
hast known my soul in adversities" (Ps. xxxi. 7). 
Ah, yes, who has known it as God has known it P 

And, in spite of all the sorrow and the 

reso^cJ. P*"^ ^^^ *^® agonizing weight, how 
sweet even then has been the conscious- 
ness that the Lord knew ! How sweet to feel, if all 
other doors were closed — all other helps failing — 
all other hearts sealed up ; yet, yet there has been 
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One door opened still; One channel not closed; 
One ear ready still to hearken ; One heart always 
prepared to sympathize ! Yes, in the absence of all 
ereature-helps and creature-hopes, how sweet the 
love-look, the soothing whisper, the timely helping 
hand of Jesus I" Ah, what a Brother He ! what a 
Friend He ! what a loving, gracious, tender Bene- 
factor He ! 

"Earthly friends may fail and leave us, 
Bnt tms Friend will ne'er forsake us. 
Oh, how He loves ! " 

Touching upon communion with the brethren, be- 
loved, and conferences one with the other upon the 
part of the Lord's pilgrims, we re- 
cently were privileged with a personal ^®°^^ ^ ® 
interview with one whom from time *'*'^- 

to time, during the last five-and-twenty years, we 
have occasionally visited upon her sick-bed. Nine- 
and-tweniy years ago last March the sorely-afflicted 
sister (" E. S.") left her situation with £8 in her 
pocket, to take to the bed of pain and languishing 
which she has from that time occupied. Three-fourths 
of that sum went into the doctor's hands. She has 
been the child of Providence ever since! And, not- 
withstanding the ravages of disease, her countenance 
appears to us to be brighter now than it did twenty 
years ago. We were astounded as we contemplated 
her perfect contentment and her entire resignation to 
the will of God. There appeared not the semblance 
of impatience, nor the veriest wish that the days of 
her mourning should be ended. And oh, what scenes 
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has slie passed through in that nine-and-twenfy years! 
During one part of her ilhiess, it was laid upon her 
heart to take a certain tried one out of the poorhouse 
to come and nurse her. The words pressing upon 
her were, " Take this child and nurse her for me." 
The idea seemed preposterous : a greater absurdity 
it appeared there could not be. She herself a daily 
pensioner upon Divine bounty to incur aU the wants 
and the necessities which a second would involve ! 
Upon merely human groimds, such an act were pre- 
sumptuous indeed I And yet she could not abandon 
what was thus laid upon her heart. It was a matter 
for faith alone! The creature would condemn! 
Human advisers negative in a moment ! The throne 
of grace was her only resource. There, and there 
alone, the matter must be settled. And there, after 
intense importunity, and argument after argument 
pleaded only to be silenced as God alone can 
silence, the matter was settled. Prom the work- 
house the poor creature was brought ; and, according 
to " E. S.'s " own testimony, when she came, there 
was, as a matter of certainty, but half-a-crown a 
week to support the two ! But now — ^mark, dear 
child of God — listen, ye poor, calculating, callous- 
hearted critics (if we happen to address such)^om that 

moment the supply was doubled! and 

, ., Ji™« that, too, not from any appeal to the 
uUwJiiuinesSi . J n 1 • J • J 

creature — not from any application to 

man ; for it was God's work, and worthy of a God, 

from first to last. For seven years, lacking three 

months, were they thus mutually helped and sup- 
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pKed and delivered ! But, for the last year or there- 
abouts, the nurse fell sick, and required a nurse in 
turn. At length she died ; and the same God who 
had so kindly and tenderly supplied in life, in the 
self-same way provided in death. Still, without any 
appeal to man, the exact sum required for the de- 
ceased one's burial was sent; and thus the Lord 
added to the ten thousand times ten thousand in- 
stances that might be recorded, and which are noted 
down in heaven's register, in proof of the grand and 
glorious declaration, " I have been young, and now 
am old ; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread." 
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MY LAST RESOLVE AND REFUGE. 

" Other refuge have I none : 

Hangs mj helpless soul on Thee; 
Leave, ah ! leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me." 

" Though He slay me, yet mil I trust in Sim " 

(Job xiii. 15). 

This was the last Scripture audibly expressed by 
the late much-beloved and deeply-lamented Earl of 
EoDEN. It was a glorious passage with which to 
meet the last enemy, and to grasp by precious faith 
whilst in the very passage of the Jordan. What 
could more fully bespeak personal, heartfelt, experi- 
mental knowledge, according to that portion, " And 
they that know Thy name will put their trust in 
Thee ; for Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that 
seek Thee " (Psalm ix. 10). Nor what more express 
a thorough satisfaction with both the Lord and Hia 
dealings ? It clearly implies neither wish nor will to 
look elsewhere for help. 

May the Lord, dear reader, enable us at this time 
to dive somewhat into the depths of this blessed 

„ . , portion. And, first, let us remember 

Scnpture t, ., , 

arguments *^® ^^^' ^^^, thousands— yea, 

j^^g^yg myriads upon myriads — of immortal 

availhig. 80^ ^7 whom it has been adopted; 

and yet never, in one solitary instance, 

spoken in vain ! Eaxjh and all have proved the sterling 
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yalue and the divinely-sustaining power involved 
in the language. Not one has found the words de- 
ceptive or valueless ; but, on the contrary, in propor- 
tion as by grace divine they have been enabled to 
adopt and adhere to them, in that very proportion 
have they found their true consolatory, cheering, and 
strengthening power. 

Beloved, these words were uttered by Job; and 
lee know how deeply-tried and sorely-exercised a 
man Job was. Nay, the very language implies it. 
It bespeaks test and trouble of no ordinary kind. 
It presupposes the cutting oflF of all creature strength 
and all fleshly resources. There is nowhere to look 
in a human point of view. The language of the 
Psalmist is most suitable for such a condition, "I 
looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there 
was no man that would know me : refuge failed me ; 
no man cared for my soul" (Psalm cxlii. 4). Under 
the figure of battling with the mighty « . .. 
ocean, the Psalmist again represents conflict 
Buch a state, " They mount up to the 
heaven, they go down again to the depths ; their soul 
IB melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, 
and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their 
wit's end" (Psalm cvii. 26, 27). Reader, do you 
know anything of thisP Have you been brought 
here? Have all your creature-props and human 
dependencies given way ? Has every resource failed ? 
— each dearly-treasured hope and expectation had to 
be resigned P Is all gone P Is there nought left P 
Has it become a total blank as far as all you had 
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looked to and calculated upon, in a merely natural 
or human sense, is concerned? and are you left barren 
destitute, desolate indeed ? Oh, we seem to hear 
some poor, tried, sin-burdened, Satan-harassed soul 
exclaim, "Ah, 'tis my state and condition indeed. 
*My hope is perished from the Lord;' yea, it is 
questionable if ever I had a really well-grounded, 
true Gospel hope, or wherefore should it thus fidl?" 
Beloved, the more closely you examine the exer- 
cises and the experience of Job, the more clearly 
will you trace out this very state of things as strictly 
applicable to his condition and circumstances. 
Although a great and good man, there was much in 
the character of Job, of which, to say the least, he 
was comparatively unconscious until the Lord, in 
His own special and most effectual way, revealed it 
unto him. The ordeal by which Job was ultimately 
to arrive at that knowledge subjected him to a course 
of the most trying and painful discipline. It was 
by no merely superficial process Job was brought so 
to change his views of himself and his proceedings, 
as instead of saying, as he does, even in the words 

immediately connected with our text, 

self '11 " "^^^ ^ ^^ maintain mine own ways 
before Him," to exclaim, " Behold, I 
am vile : what shall I answer Thee P I will lay 
mine hand upon my mouth" (Job xl. 4). How 
striking the contrast is the foregoing, and equally 
so is another twofold utterance of the patriarch, 
** Surely I would speai to the Almighty, and 
I desire to reason with God" (Job xiii. 3), and 
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" Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge P 
therefore have I uttered that I understood not ; things 
too wonderfiil for me, which I knew not. ... I have 
heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear ; but now 
mine eye seeth Thee : wherefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes" (Job xlii. 3, 5, 6). 

Beader, we repeat, it is by no mere trivial or super- 
ficial process a poor finite creature is brought thus to 
alter his tone and change his views. Which is your 
present language, reader, the first or the last ? the 
proud, the self-sufficient, the pharisaical? or the 
humble, the contrite, the self-abhorrent ? Ah, what a 
mercy to be brought down ! what a mercy to be laid 
low ! what a mercy to feel, as before a heart-searching, 
rein-trying God, a personal and practical sympathy 
with such utterances as that of good old Jacob, 
" Few and evil have the days of the years of my life 
been, and have not attained n(Lto the days of the 
years of the life of my fathers in the days of their 
pilgrimage " (Gen. xlvii. 9) ; or, with the zealous 

Ezra, " And at the evening sacrifice I „ 

' n , r , True godly 

arose up -from my heavmess; and nontrSion 

having rent my garment and my 
mantle, I fell upon my knees, and spread out my 
hands unto the Lord my God, and said, my God, 
I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, 
my God : for our iniquities are increased over our 
head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. 
Since the days of our fathers have we been in a 
great trespass unto this day ; and for our iniquities 
have we, our kings, and our priests, been delivered 
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into the hand of the kings of the lands^ to the 
sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to oonfdsion 
of face, as it is this day. And now for a little spaoe 
grace hath been shewed firom the Lord onr €k)d, to 
leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us a nail 
in His holy place, that our God may lighten our 
eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage " 
(Ezra ix. 5 — 8) ; or the ardent Daniel, " We have 
sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from 
Thy precepts and from Thy judgments: neither 
have we hearkened unto Thy servants the prophets, 
which spake in Thy name to our kings, our princes, 
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 
Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto 
us confusion of faces, as at this day ; to the men of 
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 
unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far ofl^ 
through all the countries whither Thou hast driven 
them, because of their trespass that they have tres- 
passed against Thee. Lord, to us belongeth con- 
fusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to 
our fathers, because we have sinned against Thee " 
(Dan. ix. 5 — 8). 

Reader, we repeat, it is a rich and distinguishing 
mercy to be brought down into the very dust of self- 
nothingness. The reducing process (so to speak) is, 
we admit, anything but pleasing or agreeable to poor 
proud human nature, which is sure to kick and rebel 
at the means which the Lord may see fit to employ 
for accomplishing so merciful and gracious an end ; 
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but, ah ! when aooomplished — ^when the poor sinner 
is at length laid low under the tender hand and 
fatherly dusoipline of Him who loves him ten thousand 
times more than he loves himseK — how sweet and 
how blessed it is ! Considering that he was passing 
through a dangerous world, and, in his high and 
exalted position as a king, perpetually exposed to 
snares and entanglements, we believe that the Psahnist 
was never more to be envied than when 
he " went up by the ascent of mount ^^^ Psalmist's 
Olivet, and wept as he went up, and ^ i, ^ i 
had his head covered, and he went ^^^^ sorrow 
barefoot : and all the people that was 
with him covered every man his head, and they went 
up, weeping as they went up " (2 Sam. xv. 30) ; 
and, when he afterwards exclaimed, with respect to 
the cursings of Shimei, " It may be that the Lord 
will look on mine afiUction, and that the Lord will 
requite me good for his cursiog this day" (2 Sam. 
xvi. 12). How strikingly in contrast this language 
of David to that expressed with regard to Nabal, 
as given in 1 Sam. xxv. 21, 22 ! The like feeling 
of true penitential sorrow, brokenness, and humility, 
is expressed by the prophet Micah (see chap. vii. 9) : 
" I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I 
have sinned against Him, until He plead my cause, 
and execute judgment for me: He will bring me 
forth to the light, and I shall behold His righteous- 
ness." 

Now observe, dear reader, that it is when the hearts 

of the Lord's dear people are thus brought down, 
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under the precious ministry and divine power of the 
Holy Ghost, when they are thus led by Him, in 
some little measure, to see and feel themselves to be 
what they reaUy are — from these depths spring hope, 

and love, and prayer, and childlike con- 
Hope and fidence. It is thus, when kiUed to all 
ezpectauon ^j.gg^^^y,Q trust or dependence or fancied 

in the denths worthiness, that new life is infused into 

them. It is thus, when humbled, they 
are exalted; when brought low, they are helped. 
Tea, it is out of these deep depths — ^rmder the crush- 
ing weight of sin or care or anguish or anxiety — 
when, it may be, " the enemy is indeed coming in like 
a flood," and bringing aU the powers of darkness to 
bear upon the poor shattered, tempest-tossed soul, that 
hope revives, new life and vigour and a Godlike trust 
are realized. It is then, and not until then, such poor 
harassed and Satan-assaulted ones exclaim, ^^Although 
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him," as much as 
to say, " Suggest what you may, Satan ; insinuate the 
very worst ; talk of the most dreadM and hopeless 
of consequences; set before me my sins and trans- 
gressions in all their heinous and abominable light ; 
tell me, as well you may, that I have sinned against 
light and love, against adoption and holy privilege ; 
declare, as justly you may declare, that none deserve 
the vengeance of eternal fire as / deserve it ; still, 
stiU, * though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.' 
Although the sword of Divine Indignation sever my 
corrupt head from this my sin-defiled body, if that 
sword pierce to my very heart's core, — still, still. 
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*thougli He slay me, yet will I trust in Him/ " 
And why P First, what else can a poor sin-burdened, 
devil-harassed soul doP That was a never-to-be- 
forgotten reply of Peter to the momentous question 
of his loved and loving Lord, "Will ye also go away P " 
" Lord,^' said he, " to whom shall we go P Thou hast 
the words of eternal life ; and we believe and are sure 
that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God" 
(John vi. 67—69). 

May we not pause, and here ask very many of our 
beloved readers, that, dissatisfied as they are about 
their present state and condition — unable, as perhaps 
they are, to declare their belief in their 

own personal and imperishable interest . ,t!ll;^.. 
• A.\S 1 jj r T 1. IX. *® *^® reader, 

in the salvation oi Jesus — ^yet they are, 

and long have been, brought to the most thorough 
conviction of the truth and reality of that blessed 
testimony, " Neither is there salvation in any other : 
for there is none other name under hei^vren given 
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 
iv. 12). Ay, and such are brought — and long, it 
may be, have been brought — ^to a holy resolution — 
a calm, deliberate, God-inspired determination — to 
perish (if they must perish) at the foot of the cross. 
Such sympathize, and most deeply too, with the utter- 
ance of Esther of old, " So will I go in unto the king, 
which is not according to the law : and if I perish, I 
perish" (Esther iv. 16). 

" I can but perish if I go, 
I am resolved to try ; 
For if I stay away, I know 
I must for ever die. 
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** But can I die with mercy sought. 
When I the King have tried ? 
This were to die (delightful thought!) 
As sinner never died." 

But, secondly, with respect to this trusty and that, 
too, under apparently the most hopeless and des- 
tructive of circumstances, even death, or, in other 
words, the utter cutting off and annihilating of all 
creature-hopes or human prospects ; death — ^an abso- 
lute death — ^upon every fleshly, earthly, or merely 
natural desire or expectation. A total failure; a 
positively-hopeless condition ; the die seemingly cast ; 
the doom apparently fixed. " Though He slay me, 
yet will I trust in Him." Now let us look at the 
ground of the trust — the motive or the reason for 
" against hope believing in hope " (Rom. iv. 18). We 
have already briefly referred to Jcicob's season of 
wrestling. Now, what was one of the chief grounds 
of his wrestling ? It was the promise of God. " And 
Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make 
. ^ thy seed as the sand of the sea, which 

« , , cannot be numbered for multitude " 
powerful plea. .. i.- i_. 

(Gj-en. xxxu. 12). Mere was nis strong- 
hold — ^here his heaven-fetched argument — ^here his 
irresistible plea. As much as reverently to say, 
" Thou didst volunteer the promise ; Thou wast before- 
hand with me ; I was in the dark. Thou in the 
light; what was perfectly hidden from me, stood 
naked and open to Thee ; and, in the fiill foreview 
of all that I should be, and all the after-developments 
of my frail life. Thou didst pledge Thyself, * Thou 
saidst, I will surely do Thee good.' Nor canst Thou 
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lie, nor forget Thy word, nor forsake the work of 
Thine own hands ; for * God is not a man, that He 
should lie ; neither the son of man, that He should 
repent : hath He said, and shall He not do it ? or 
hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good ?' 
(Num. xxiii. 19). Moreover, if I am to die — if my 
angry brother is to carry out his intentions respecting 
me — ^if my life by his hand is thus suddenly to be 
cut short, what becomes of Thy word P How can 
Thy promise be fulfilled ? How is my seed to become 
as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered 
for multitude?" 

Ah, reader, these are blessed arguments ; this is a 
divine mode of reasoning. This is holding God to 
His word — putting Him to the test — approaching 
Him in the way in which He is well pleased to be 
approached; for He loves to be reminded of His 
own word ; He delights to be pleaded with ; He 
says, in a way of gracious and most condescending 
exhortation, "Produce your cause, saith the Lord; 
bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of 
Jacob " (Isa. xli. 21). " Put me in remembrance : 
let us plead together : declare thou, that thou mayest 
be justified " (Isa. xliii. 26). 

This line of things may appear presumptuous and 

unwarrantable to a meroly nominal professor ; but it 

ifi, notwithstanding, part and parcel of that blessed 

" secret which is with them that fear Him, and to 

whom He will shew His covenant" (Ps. xxv. 14). 

The Lord does bring His people from time to time 

into positions, and so familiarize them with straits 

g2 
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and difficulties^ or so compasses them about with per- 
plexed paths, that HimseK — and none but Himself 
— can extricate them therefrom. They are compelled, 
from necessity, to " cease from man." The creature, 
however kind and sjmipathizing and generous his 

intentions, is powerless. It is the Lord, 

Hel er *^^ ^® Lord alone, can help. From 
veriest necessity, the poor perplexed 
and deeply-tried and sorely-harassed one exclaims, 
" I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
Cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, 
which made heaven and earth " (Psalm cxxi. 1, 2). 

Reader, do you know anything of this experience? 
Have you been brought into circumstances, or are 
you in them, wherein the Lord — ^and only the Lord 
— can sustain and deliver? Oh, then, be it your 
mercy, in a truly spiritual and Gospel sense, to " fight 
neither with smaU nor great, save only with the TTm g 
of Israel" (1 Kings xxii. 31). Go to the Lord, and 
the Lord only. You may think it is necessary to 
appeal to man — to make known to man, as best you 
can, what you feel and what you fear. Ah, thus 
to seek guidance and help from the creature is vain. 

He is but a poor short-sighted worm 
Resort to the ^f ^^^ ^^^^ -^ common with yourseK. 

le d'th ^^^ Lord the Spirit prompt you and 

blood ©Doable you to betake yourseK simply 

and singly to the throne of grace. Be 

plain there ; ply the promises there; persevere there; 

go again and again and again there. The Lord help 

thee so to do I Don't be dismayed. Take no refusal. 
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Go as a poor sinner. Confess thy vileness, thine ill- 
and-hell-deservedness. Plead the blood; stick to 
the blood ; base every plea and every argument upon 
the blood, as washing and cleansing from aU sin and 
putrefaction, and as making^ thee, the most imcomely 
of sinners, clean and white and most comely in TTir 
sight who declared, " And when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you " (Exod. xii. 13^. 

How little idea has a merely-nominal religionist 
or professor of what really goes on between a deeply- 
tried and exercised believer and his God. Could such 
at times be overheard in their midnight cries and 
oloset-wrestlings at the throne of grace, the listener 
would be astounded. It would be deemed the very 
height of presumption ; and yet such pleaders could 
not — durst not — say what they say, nor do as they 
do, but for divine prompting and enabling. It would 
have been a matter of positive inability for Abraham 
to have wrestled as he did in the plains of Mamre, if 
fio be divine power had not been put forth within him. 
See, reader, that wonderftd 18th chapter of Genesis. 
Equally impossible would it have been for Jacob to 
have adhered to his purpose as he did by the brook 
Jabbok, if so be the Lord had not stood by him and 
prompted him as He did. It was the Lord, so to 
speak, fighting himself with His own weapons ; ply- 
ing Himself with His own arguments. Without 
this the patriarch neither could nor would have so 
remonstrated with God, nor resolved not to be denied. 
(See Gen. xxxii.) The same remark holds good 
with respect to the position in which Moses again 
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and again was placed in regard to IsraeL Mark, 
^ for example, what passed between Jeho- 

impurtimliY ^^ ^"^^ MosBS cie jet the Lord began 

to deliyer His people, as seen at the 
dose of the 5th and the conunencement of the 6fh 
chapters of Exodus. See likewise Moses' wonderfdl 
intercession on Israel's behalf in connexion with the 
molten calf which they made and fell down and wor- 
shipped, whilst yet Moses was upon the mount, in 
dose contact with Grod. How could Moses haye used 
such language as he did, if so be Grod had not put the 
words in his month: ^^ And Moses besought the Lord 
his God, and said. Lord, why doth Thy wrath wax 
hot against Thy people, which Thou hast brought 
forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and 
with a mighty hand P Wherefore should the Egyp- 
tians speak, and say. For mischief did He bring them 
out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume 
them from the face of the earth ? Turn from Thy 
fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against Thy 
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy 
servants, to whom Thou swarest by Thine own seK, 
and saidst unto them, I will muitiply your seed as 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall 
inherit it for ever" (Exod. xxxii. 11 — 13). Now, had 
the Lord been angry with Moses, or had it been 
otherwise than we have intimated, namely, that the 
Lord Himself was the Wrestler and the Pleader in 
and by Moses, would it have been directly stated, 
that " the Lord repented of the evil which He thought 
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to do unto His people P" Moreover, in this position 
as Pleader, was not Moses a beautiful 
and a blessed type of Him who was in- # ni. • t. 
deed, in the fiilness of time, to intercede 
for His people, and who was perpetually to appear be- 
fore the throne as the Advocate of His brethren? 
Again, see how Moses remonstrated with the Lord upon 
His threatening to destroy Israel : " Then the Egyp- 
tians shall hear it (for Thou broughtest up this people 
in Thy might from among them) ; and they will tell 
it to the inhabitants of this land : for they have heard 
that Thou, Lord, art among this people, that Thou, 
Liord, art seen face to face, and that Thy cloud standeth 
over them, and thatThou goest before them, by daytime 
in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night. 
Now if Thou shalt kill aU this people as one man, 
then the nations which have heard the fame of Thee 
will speak, saying. Because the Lord was not able to 
bring this people into the land which He sware unto 
them, therefore He hath slain them in the wilderness. 
And now, I beseech Thee, let the power of my Lord 
be great, according as Thou hast spoken, saying, 
The Lord is longsuflPering, and of great mercy, for- 
giving iniquity and transgression, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
&thers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation. Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity 
of this people according imto the greatness of Thy 
mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now. And the Lord said, I have par- 
doned, according to Thy word" (Numb. xiv. 13 — 20). 



J 
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Oh, what marvellous grace was this, dear reader ! 

and we are really at a loss which most to admire, the 

. Lord's condescending goodness and 

condSrsion.--y - *^- ^^ ^ — *'« 

mouth with arguments thus to plead 

before Him, or His tender compassion and divine 
faithfulness in so promptly giving heed to Moses' in- 
tercession, and declaring " I have pardoned, according 
to Thy wordr It is so evident that the Lord placed 
Himself here, as elsewhere, in a position on purpose 
that He might be overcome and prevailed upon by 
His servant. Without this, Moses, and every poor 
helpless sinner in common with him, would be crushed 
before Jehovah as a moth ! 

Observe, dear reader, the like irresistible entreaty 
upon the part of Joshua, when Israel was again in 
jeopardy about the matter of the Babylonish gar- 
ment : " And Joshua said, Alas, Lord God, where- 
fore hast Thou at aU brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy 
us P would to God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan ! Lord, what shall I say, 
when Israel tumeth their backs before their enemies ! 
For the Canaanites and aU the inhabitants of the 
land shall hear of it, and shall environ us round, and 
cut off our name from the earth : and what wilt Thou 
do unto Thy great name P And the Lord said unto 
Joshua, Get thee up ; wherefore liest thou thus upon 
thy face P " (Joshua vii. 7 — 10.) Mark, again, the self- 
same holy importunity upon the part of the prophet 
Elijah, in regard to the widow's son : " And he cried 
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unto the Lord, and said, Lord my God, hast Thou 
also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, 
by slaying her son ? And he stretched 
himself upon the child three times, EUjan 
and cried unto the Lord, and said, ^^^^^l ^*^ 
Lord my God, I pray Thee, let this 
child's soul come into him again" (1 Bongs xviL 
20, 21). What a wondrous request was that, "I pray 
Thee, let this child's soul come into him again ! " Oh, 
when divinely inspired, it is surprising what the 
Lord's children from time to time ask at Hia hands 
— such mercies and such favours and such love-tokens 
as would astound a novice at the throne of grace, 
or a mere formal worshipper. The children now 
and then know* what it is to go before God as a Father, 
and to plead with Him as such. They are privileged 
at times, under the precious prompting of the Holy 
Ghost, to feel and act upon the testimony, 

" Thon art coming to a King:, 
Large petitions with thee bring.** 

They at such seasons feel the force and the blessedness 
of Jesus' words, " Hitherto have ye asked nothing 
in my name : ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full " (John xvi. 24). 

We might still further multiply examples, and 
show how the Lord in His people as well as for His 
people, "pleads their cause" (Prov. xxii. 23). Let 
the foregoing, however, suffice. Do they not, dear 
reader, exhibit that holy determination and that 
blessed resolve which prompted Job to exclaim. 
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"Though He slay me, yet will I trust in HSmP" 

In each case there was a knowledge 

dete'iiidnatiJn. ^^ ?^*"^ VOTSonal experimental ac 

quaintance with Him, and a familiarity 
with His merciful and gracious dealings. Thiswaaa 
further ground upon which the determination was 
based. There was not only a knowledge of the 
character of God, as revealed in His word, and a 
knowledge likewise of His promises ; but there was, 
in addition to this twofold knowledge, a personal 
experimental famiKarity with His ways and works. 
This brings out that blessed utterance which we before 
quoted, " Thou hast known my soul in adversities." 
Now, dear reader, permit us again to ask, Is this 
pour case ? We do not wish to deal in 

to the reader. *^®^^ simply, or in mere dry doctrine, 
' however important and essential it may 
be in its place ; but we want to come to the heart- 
work — to the personal, individual home-and-heart 
knowledge of the matter. What do we know of it ? 
What have we personally proved ? What have we 
individually tasted and handled and felt of these 
things? Have we been in the depths, or are we 
even now in them ? and is the heart and eye up to 
the Lord, and the Lord alone ? Do we know, indeed, 
and of a truth, that "vain is the help of man?" 
Axe we looking higher ? contending with the Holier ? 
pleading with Him who alone sees and hears and 
knows all? Oh, blessed times these, dear reader, 
when we can " set the Lord always before us, and 
feel that, because He is at our right hand, we shall 



FAITH'S PLEA. 91 

not be moved" (Psalm xyi. 8). Blessed, when we 
can reason with Him and remonstrate with Him, not 
merely upon what He has said, but likewise upon 
what He has done. '^ Hast Thou spoken to me as 
Thou hast — ^promised me what Thou didst — ^led me 
and fed me thus far, to forego Thy purpose, to forfeit 
Thy promise, and forsake Tliy servant, after all P" 

"What ! after so mnch mercy past. 
Canst Thou let me sink at last P" 

That be far from Thee ! 

Beader, in going before the Throne with Job's 
words in thy mouth, "Though He 
slay me, yet wiU I trust m Him, ^ ^^^^^^ 
take with thee the treble F as a ground 
of argument :— 

Wilt Thou Forego Thy purpose ? 
Wnt Thou Forfeit Thy promise P 
WUt Thou Forsake Thy servant P 

And the Lord, for His great name's sake, not only 
make Thee a wrestling Jacob, but a prevailing 
Israeli 
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THE PSALMIST'S ASTONISHMENT AND 

ADMIRATION. 

** And this was yet a small thing in Thy sights Lord 
God; but Thou hast spoken also of Thy servant? s 
house for a great while to come. And is this the 
manner ofman^ Lord God?'^ (2 Sam. vii. 19.) 

Beloved, there is some precious teaching connected 
with the " yet " above mentioned. May the Holy 
Ghhost, at this time, be pleased mercifully to shine 
upon His word, and so influence and operate upon 
our hearts, that we may learn from what is here set 
before us ! 

And, first, let us observe, dear reader, the Psalmist's 
position. We read in the opening of the chapter, that 
" the king sat in his house." How very little do we 
find throughout the whole eventful life of David of his 

being in similar circumstances! We 

warfare ^®®^ ^°^ continually in a state of ex- 
citement, or conflict, or suspense ; but 
so unfrequently in quiet or at ease. Oh, is not this 
signiflcant of life in general P of our real condition 
whilst on pilgrimage through a waste howling wilder- 
ness P How much there is, beloved, to remind us that 
" this is not our rest ; it is polluted !" But, in con- 
nexion with this position of the Psalmist, it is stated, 
*^ And the Lord had given him rest round about from 
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all his enemies." Eeader, mark this, for it is well 
worthy of note : " The Lord had given him rest." 
Now we read that in the midst of his many conflicts, 
and encompassed as he so continually was by such 
numerous enemies, how anxiously and ardently David 
sought to free himself from those conflicts, or either 
to set himself right with or rid himself of those 
enemies: but all such efforts were vain and fatile. 
Every merely human or fleshly endeavour upon the 
part of the Psalmist only intensified the conflict, or 
rendered his foes more malignant. And why so P 
Because, first, the Lord would thus open to his 
mind the real nature and desperate wickedness of 
the human heart ; and, secondly, that He should re- 
serve to Himself, both as to time and means, either 
the subduing that heart or the removal of the enemy. 
Then, as a blessed fruit and consequence, the Lord 
secured to Himself the glory of His own wisdom, 
way, and work. Ah, reader, it is very blessed to be 
brought at length to that glorious 
climax, however long or distressing or ^^^„*^?,JS[^ 
flesh-and-blood mortifying the ordeal ^ . 
through which we are called in order 
to its attainment, " and the Lord had given 
biTTi rest." Do you know anything of it, reader? 
or are you in the midst of the warfare, fighting 
and contending — ^fretting and fuming — ^both against 
God and man? How sweet, on the contrary, to 
be brought down — ^to be laid low — ^yea, in the 
very dust of nothingness and self-loathing before 
GodI 
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Beloved, we have been thinking very much of 
late of a threefold position spoken of in the word 
of God ; the first, where Israel is commanded to 
" stand still and see the salvation of God " (Exod. 

xiv. 13) ; the next, the counsel given 
, . by Naomi to Euth, " Sit still, my 

daughter, until thou know how the 
matter will fall; for the man will not be in rest, until 
he have finished the thing this day " (Ruth iii. 18) ; 
the last, and most desirable and enviable position of 
all, is that spoken of by Jehovah Himself in the 
46th Psalm, " Be still and know that I am God. I 
will be exalted among the heathen, I will be ex- 
alted in the earth." This last state describes the 
condition of those who are laid low — ^thoroughly pros- 
trated — under the affictive hand of God; brought 
into the circumstances of one who having through 
a long life been very active in the Lord's service, is at 
length laid aside, and to whom, as one reminded her, 
" The Lord is now saying to you, Lie still and cough." 
Ah, how little do such sufierers see what is involved 
in the passive as well as in the active service. Wel- 
lington's difficulty at Waterloo was in restraining his 
men : it was easier to him, and far more pleasing to 
them, when, in regard to the last grand charge of the 
enemy, he exclaimed, "Up, guards, and at them !" 
But it was the previous stillness and watchfulness and 
waiting, had as much or more to say to the victory 
than the last actual fighting. Reader, although each 
position denotes the work and express leading and 
teaching of the Holy Ghost, the last — the being still' — 
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bespeaks so much of the refining and reducing process 
as to illustrate that favourite Scripture of ours, " He 
brought down their heart with labour ; they fell down, 
and there was none to help " (Psalm cvii. 12). This, 
sooner or later, leads to the experimental response 
to the Lord's own exhortation, " Be still and know 
that I am God ;'' and then all such shall blessedly 
see, "He will work, and who shall let (or hinder) 
it?" (Isa. xliii. 13). Then comes the blessed re- 
alization of the words before us, " The Lord had 
given him rest;" and all such resting ones shall 
testify, " This is the Lord's doings, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes " (Psalm cxviii. 23). Ah, reader, 
this is a realization worth wrestling, waiting, and 
watching for. 

But we have further teaching in respect to Nathan, 
who said to David, with regard to his discomfort about 
the ark of God dwelling within curtains, whilst he 
himseK dwelt in a house of cedar, " Go, do all that 
is in thine heart, for the Lord is with thee." Now, 
remembering that Nathan was a prophet of the 
Lord, this proves that men — even the best and most 
highly privileged — ^have but partial light, and only 
a very limited knowledge of the mind and will of 
God. And how condemnatory is this 
of the idea that some men are to be ^*^8,n, tout 
looked up to and consulted as being looked to 
invested with a knowledge or a power 
from which guidance or strength is to be derived. 
Jehovah is too jealous of His glory and of the 
honour due to His great and adorable name to en- 
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trust any man with that which shall enable him to 
asaume or arrogate to himself any wisdom or power 
that should possess him, either on his own account, 
or on behalf of others, with the shadow of a shade 
of independence of God. Man, be he minister or 
one to be ministered unto, be he teacher or taught, 
is in himseK and of himseK nought but a poor, sinfiil, 
corrupt worm of the earth, dependent for every breath 
he draws upon that Almighty One in whom he lives, 
and moves, and has his being. Dangerous, then, and 
destructive to the last degree are those priestly or 
proud pretensions which are, alas ! but too common 
in the days in which we live. * 

But to return. There was on the part of Nathan 
what is too prevalent with us, namely, a taking things 
for granted. Upon the surface of matters, and see- 
ing that the desire on the part of David was so laud- 
able, and he being withal so godly a 
Why David man, the prophet came to the hasty 

was not conclusion that the Psabnist was 
bnildthe prompted of God to do that which 

temple, was so uppermost in his heart ; but in 
what a very diflFerent light did the Lord 
Himself view matters. Now, in one place the reason 
assigned for David's not being permitted to build 
the temple is, that he " had shed blood abimdantly, 
and had made great wars " (1 Chron. xxii. 8). But 
in the chapter before us there is another reason given, 
and that is most gracious. " It came to pass that 
night, that the word of the Lord came unto Nathan, 
saying, Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith 
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Hie Lord, Shalt thou build me an house for me to 
dwell in? whereas I have not dwelt in any house 
flinoe the time that I brought up the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have 
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle " (2 Sam. vii. 
4 — 6). Here, then, reader, is the so special and 
peculiar mercy, that the Lord by this very language 
declares His ever-constant presence with His people. 
It is such a blessed confirmation of the promise to 
Jaoob — " And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
ihee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring 
thee again into this land ; for I will not leave thee 
until I have done that which I have spoken to thee 
of" (Qen. Kxviii. 16) : — and to Moses, " My presence 
sImU go with thee, and I will give thee rest" (Exod. 
xxxiiL 14). How confirmatory, moreover, of that 
gracious testimony, ^' In all their affliction He was 
afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them : 
in, HiH love and in His pity He redeemed them ; and 
He bare them, and carried them all the days of old" 
(Isa. Ithii. 9). Eeader, what a marvellous and how 
condescending a declaration is that — ^*'have walked in 
a tent and a tabernacle," indicating the Xiord's in- 
terest in TTiH people, and His identity with them; 
TTift fighting their battles, bearing their burd^is, and 
aharing their sorrows; He HimseK in a state of unrest 
whilst they were on pilgrimage ; His 
very ordinances of worship partaking g^^y^th His 
BO of the temporary character — merely people, 
eonducted in a tent or tabernacle, to 
kidicate that Israel was en route — no settlement, no 

H 
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abiding ; why ? because they were " not as yet come 
to the rest and the inheritance which the Lord their 
God had given them" (Deut. xii. 9). They were 
not at rest, nor would the Lord HimseK be. And 
how sweet is the thought, beloved, that the self-same 
all-glorious truth still holds good ! The Lord is with 
His people now as much as in olden times. He 
stiU walks with them and talks to them. They are 
not alone. They have not gone a warfare at their 
own charges. They are not called either to suffer 
or to serve of or by themselves. They have a com- 
panionship — ^a fellowship — ^a partnership — a brother- 
hood ; and that so real and so near and dear as to 
outvie and surpass all natural relationship or human 
bonds. Oh, the companionship of Jesus, the fellow- 
ship of Jesus, the brotherhood of Jesus ! " Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world'* 
(Matt, xxviii. 18). " I will not leave you comfort- 
less: I will come to you" (John xiv. 18). "We 
have not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" 
(Heb. iv. 15). 

Oh, to realize yet more and more this fellowship — 
this partnership in trial and temptation, conflict and 

/^ .,, care! Jesus and ourselves one! one 

Oneness with • , • • j. i • -i 

J m nature ; one m mterest ; one in ob- 

ject ; one in prospect ; one in eternal 
union and everlasting blessedness; one eternally and 
indissolubly; such a oneness and such an identity as 
is comprehended in those sweet Scriptures : " As He 
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is, so are we in this world " (1 John iv. 17). " They 
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
Sanctify them through Thy truth : Thy word is truth. 
As Thou hast sent me into the world, even so have 
I also sent them into the world '* (John xvii. 16 — 18), 
"That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in 
us ; that the world may believe that Thou hast sent 
me. And the glory which Thou gavest me, I have 
given them, that they may be one, even as we are 
one: I in them, and Thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one ; and that the world may 
know that Thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as Thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also 
whom Thou hast given me be with me where I am, 
that they may behold my glory, which Thou hast 
given me; for Thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world. righteous Father, the world hath 
not known Thee; but I have known Thee, and these 
have known that Thou hast sent me ; and I have de- 
clared unto them Thy name, and will declare it, that 
the love wherewith Thou hast loved me may be in 
them, and I in them " (John xvii. 21 — 26). Eeader, 
is not this oneness — ^is not this identity indeed ? Oh, 
for more of the daily realization of it, so that thereby 
we may be instrumentally raised above self, and all 
the turmoil of the pathway ! Oh, could we but see 
how much the Lord has at stake ! Were it the 
pleasure of the Holy Ghost to give us a more abiding 
sense of how the Lord's own promise and power are 
involved in our being preserved unto the end, and 

h2 
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finally glorified, how would that very apprehendon 
tend, under God, to divert us from our oares and per- 
plexities, temptations and trials, and help us to that 
" stillness " under His hand to which we just now 
alluded! Oh, for more of that precious grace which 
enables the partaker to say, " It is the Lord : let 
Him do what seemeth Him good" (1 Sam. iii. 18). 
Lord, Lord, do vouchsafe to us this rich and dis- 
tinguishing mercy ; and yet, notwithstanding all that 
Thou hast been to us and for us, how we dread the 
means which Thou mayest see fit to adopt to bring 
us down to this state of soul ! Lord, Lord, pity and 
pardon us, we pray Thee, for Christ's sake ! Thou 
knowest our frame ; Thou rememberest that we are 
but dust. 

Observe, dear reader, how the Lord almost in- 
variably, in connexion with fresh manifestations and 
renewed tokens of divine favour, leads back His 
people in review. His object evidently is to keep 
perpetually on their mind what He sees, alas ! they 
are so prone to overlook and to forget, namely, all 
that He has been to and for them. ^' Now, therefore^ 
. ^ shalt thou say unto my servaa/t 

re^acL^. ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ *^ ^^"^^ ^^ ^^s, 
I took thee from the sheepeote, from 

following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, aver 

Israel: and I was with thee whithersoever thou 

wentest, and have out off all thine enemies out of 

thy sight, and have made thee a great name, like 

unto the name of the great men that are in the 

earth " (2 Sam. viL 8, 9). We repeat that the Ijoed 
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sees how constantly His people lose sight of pa«t 
mercies and past deliverances; how, in the all- 
absorbing influence of present trials and present dif- 
ficulties, they regard not the past with its wondrous 
succour and interposition ; hence He, as the Remem- 
brancer, has so constantly to lead them back in special 
retracings and review. This is so emphatically the 
work of the Holy Ghost. 

" I took thee from the sheepoote, from following the 
sheep." Mark, reader, the " I." It was the Lord's 
doings, and that for a special purpose : " to be ruler 
over my people, over Israel." What a change ! how 
great the contrast ! And this to make 
it more significantly of God — ^to stamp . . 

it the more conspicuously as being the 
" Lord's doings." Ah, it is well to be led back, both 
temporally and spiritually, " to the rock whence we 
were hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence we 
were digged." Men of humble origin are too prone 
to wish to hide that origin, and thus to obscure and 
put out of sight the good and gracious providence and 
kind and merciful leadings of the Lord Jehovah. It 
was a striking trait in the character of a certain 
General that he never lost sight of his lowly origin, 
or of the reverence and respect due to his venerable 
father. Hence he is represented on one occasion as 
conducting along the front of the ranks of his troops, 
whilst drawn up in Kne, the aged countryman, in his 
simple smock-frock, leaning upon the arm of the noble- 
hearted commander. On the other hand, we remem- 
ber as a youth hearing of a certain naval officer, who, 
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being in company one day with sundry of his brother- 
o£Gicers, passed without recognition his venerable 
father, because humble-looking. We recollect this 
act being mentioned as the only known blot upon 
that officer's character. Header, pride is that which 
is most hateful to God, and in His sight is among 
the most heinous of sins ; and yet it is astonishing 
in what a varied way and how insidiously it works. 

Moreover, as the Holy Ghost leads back the minds 
of His dear people in review of the past, so likewise 
He is graciously pleased to lead them onward in hope 
and expectation by the sealing home afresh Hir 

1, X J promises as bearing upon the inheri- 
« . tance He has in reserve. The reader 

will recollect, with respect to the dis- 
tinct work and prerogative of the Holy Ghost, that 
Jesus not only said, " He shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance" (John 
xiv. 26), but He declared likewise of the seK-same 
Divine and Almighty Person, " He will shew you 
things to come" (John xvi. 13). 

Having called the attention of the Psalmist to 
where He had met him and what He had hitherto 
done for him, the Lord proceeds to say, " Moreover, 
I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will 
plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their 
own, and move no more ; neither shall the children 
of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime, 
and as since the time that I commanded judges to be 
over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest 
from all thine enemies. Also the Lord telleth thee 
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that He will make thee an house. And when thy 
days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, 
I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed 
out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 
He shall build an house for my name, and I will 
stabKsh the throne of his kingdom for ever " (2 Sam. 
Tii. 10—13). 

Thus we see how the Lord ratifies and confirms 
His word, " Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
unto you" (Matt. vi. 33). As much as to say, 
" Attend to My matters first, keep in view My king- 
dom and My glory, and rest assured I will not forget 
yow." And this the Lord invariably does. None, 
strictly speaking, ever lose by Him, or on His ac- 
coimt, aught that was worth retaining. " Godliness 
is profitable unto all things, having the promise of 
the life that now is and that which is to come" 
(1 Tim. iv. 8). 

We would, however, dear reader, pause for a 
moment over that sweet expression, "When thy 
days shall be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy 
fathers." Oh, how consolatory is this ! 

How it iUustrates that other Scripture, AU things well 

and wiselv 
" Is there not an appointed time for ordered 

man upon earth?" (Job vii. 1.) Yes, 

verily, and all and every thing in rich and copious 

detail, beautifully and blessedly arranged for the good 

of the creature and the glory of Jehovah. Not the 

veriest circumstance, not the most minute event, we 

are most thoroughly persuaded, is overlooked in that 
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oovenant whioli th« Psalmist rejoiced in, amd of wfaioh 
he testified as " ordered in all things and sure " 
(2 Sa.m. xxiii. 5). Moreover, how cheering the word, 
**And thou shalt sleep with thy fathers!'* Not 
merely is the certainty of the thing here expressed, 
but the nature of it also ! Death a mere sleep, into 
which the Lord's dear worn and weary ones diall fall 
with calmness, pea-cefulness, serenity, both indescrib- 
able and supernatural. Be assured, dear reader, if 
you have been made by the Holy Ghost to see and 
feel your own sinfulness, and if your heart and eye 

are to Jesus, and Jesus only, you shall 

^^^T^fl ^^^ ""^^ ^^ -^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^®^y 

sleenin? need in life, but at its close shall realize 
His divine companionship, feel His 
supporting power, and hear His fear-assuaging wordau 
It must be so. It cannot by any possibility be others 
wise, seeing He hath pledged Himself to fulfil all 
that He has promised. 

How sweet, beloved, is that Scripture, " He shall 
enter into peace [margin, go in peace] : they shall 
rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprighi>* 
ness " (Isa. IviL 2). Yes, most assuredly shall this 
be the case ; and, notwithstanding previous fean 
and dark and gloomy apprehensions with respect 
to the article of so-caUed death, we repeat we aare 
86 sure as we are of our own existence, that when in 
very deed the time shall arrive for them to pass out 
of this world, the Lord's own dear children shall eadi 
and every one find that long-dreaded thing death is 
nothing more than a sweet faJling asleep upon tha 
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precious bosom of Jesus. Yea, such shall iinleed 
find those precious words to be true : — 

" Sboald death be at hand I'll fear not undressing, 
But cheerfully throw off these garments of clay ; 
To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing, 

Since Jesus to glory through death led the way." 

We repeat that, whatever at times may be our 

fleshly fears and creature-shrinkings upon this 

matt^, yet we are sure, dear reader, that, when 

Gbd's time shall have really arrived for us to depart 

out of this world, there will be in death what there 

invariably was in life, strength equal to the day. 

We are convinced of it; we are most thoroughly 

st a point about it; and our grief, 

personally, is, that we should ever, , -^y^S ^ 

o i. n • i.- strength m 

even for a moment, call m question vv. a - a 

Divine faithfulness and Divine all-suf- hour, 
fieiency. Personally, dear reader, we 
feel this, and deeply too, for this reason : simple and 
even ridiculous as it may appear, yet it is neverthe- 
less true, that some three or four years ago we fell 
into such a state of doubt and perplexity, that we 
verily felt as though death itself could not divest UB 
of the entire of that perplexity; it seemed as though 
we should of necessity carry a certain amount of care 
and anxiety with us even into eternity, to commingle 
with the bliss which we had a good hope awaited us 
there. We know to the casual reader the idea, upon 
the face of it, must appear most absurd. Notwith- 
standing, such was our state of mind ; and how 
think you, dear reader, did the Lord show us its 



106 QOiyS PROMISES: 

fallaoy P It pleased Him to lay us on a sick-bed. 
We verily believed our days were numbered. We 
never thought to have left our sick-chamber again. 
We believed from our inmost soul that the time of 
our departure had in very deed come. And what 
think you were our sensations? what our experience? 
Not the shadow of anxiety about wife or children 
— kindred or friends — congregation or readers. We 
. felt we could leave aU and every- 

^, , thing with the Lord. We felt we 
were powerless, but He all-sufficient; 
and, for the time being, we felt also that we could 
calmly lay our head upon His dear bosom, and 
quietly, peacefully, hopefully fall into our last long 
sleep. 

Now, we say, with this plain and positive fact 
before us, so richly and blessedly illustrative of all 
the Lord's kind and gracious promises with respect 
to the closing up of the wilderness career and the 
passage of the Jordan, it does humble us, and that 
in the very dust, before Him, that we should ever 
call in question, or doubt even for a moment. His 
Divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency. And yet, 
alas! alas! we are prone so to do. When certain 
physical weakness or faintness or fluttering of 
heart comes upon us, Satan and unbelief are sure 
to take the advantage, and to insinuate as to 
how matters will fare with us in the swellings of 
Jordan. 

But how warmed and how grateful was David's 
heart upon the ground of the Lord's assurance; 
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henoe we read that he went in and " Sat before the 
Lord, and he said, Who am I, Loid God ? and 
what is my house, that thou hast brought me hither- 
to ? And this was yet a small thing in Thy sight, 
O Lord God ; but Thou hast spoken also of thy 
servant's house for a great while to come. And i& 
this the manner of man, Lord God?" 

(2 Sam. vii. 18, 19.) He felt, as it were, ^^^ Psalmist's 

fateful 
overwhelmed with gratitude when He anticipation. 

reflected upon the Lord's goodness and 
mercy, not merely as personally experienced by and 
for himself, but as so specially also promised for " his 
seed." "Thou hast spoken also of Thy servant's 
house for a great while to come." This appeared 
to him — and well it might — as so wonderful and so 
gracious. And does not the like feeling, dear reader, 
possess the mind of every godly parent ? Oh, to th in k 
of his chfldren and his chndren's children after him, 
being brought to know personally and savingly the 
self-same Lord; to be partakers of the self-same 
grace ; to be guided by the self-same Hand ; to be 
upheld by the self-same Almighty power ; to be sup- 
plied out of the seK-same fulness ; and, finally, to 
be conducted to the self-same home, and eternally 
to be partakers of the self-same blissful and un- 
interrupted glory ! 

" Oh, for tliis love let rocks and hills 
Their lasting silence break ; 
And aU harmonious human tongues 
The Saviour^s praises speak." 

WeU might the Psalmist exclaim, in the dosing 
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up of his adorations to the Lord God of Isra.el, 
" Therefore now let it please Thee to bless the house 
of Thy servant, that it may continue for ever 
before Thee: for Thou, Lord God, hast spoken 
it: and with Thy blessing let the house of Thy 
servant be blessed for ever." 
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SADNESS AND SATISFACTION. 

^^ Although my house he not so mth God; yet He hath 
made mth me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things, and sure : for this is all my salvation, and 
all my desire, although He make it not to grow^^ 
(2 Sam. xxiii. 6). 

Header, we have, as above, another yet — and a 
glorious one, too — presented to us; but we would 
call your special attention to the solemn £a.cts re- 
corded in the interval between what occupied our 
thoughts in our last paper, and what is here stated. 
In that paper you will remember we contemplated 
Jehovah's most gracious and condescending promise 
oonceming both the FsaJbxiist and his seed afber 
him. David, as well he might, was overwhelmed 
with adoring wonder and gratitude as he reflected 
upon the Lord's goodness and mercy towards him. 
But, to prove to us how little even the Lord's most 
highly-favoured children are to be 
trusted, and how constantly they need Vi^^vt n t 
either the thorn in the flesh, or the cross tragtworthy. 
upon the shoulders, in order to keep 
them iQ their right place, namely, in a ceaseless 
looking to and depending upon the Lord, and the 
Lord alone, how soon does David, after the intimation 
just previously given, fall into the grossest of sins. 
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and the most heinous and abominable of transgres- 
sions! Ahy reader, when we contemplate the dis- 
tressing — ^yea, the humbling, agonizing — difference 
between the facts recorded in the 7th and the 11th ^ 
chapters of the second book of Samuel, weU may 
we fall before the Lord, and exclaim, " Do with me, 
Lord, as seemeth good in Thy sight. Lay upon me 
what trial or aMction Thou choosest, only preserve 
me, I entreat and implore of Thee, from aiTming 
against Thee." Eeader, if David, the man after 
God's own heart, could not do without pressure, what 
will you, or what, can ourselves say ? Ah, depend 

^P^^ i*> ^® smooth path — ^the plains 
Smooth paths p ui. xrxix 

dan^e ^^^^ — ^womd be most fatal to our 

real peace and security. WeU, there- 
fore, may this fact reconcile us to the crook or the 
cross — ^to whatsoever or whensoever the Lord may 
be pleased to lay upon us. He knows what is best. 
" He does not affict willingly, or grieve the children 
of men " (Lam. iii. 33). There is an absolute needs 
be for all He does. We shall see this more dearly 
and adoringly another day. Without doubt we shall 
then exclaim, trying and perplexing as our present 
position may be, " He hath done all things well ;" 
"He led me forth by the right way, that I might 
come to this city of habitation " (Psalm ovii. 7). 

" Bastards may escape the rod^ 
Sunk in fleshly, vain delight ; 
But the true-bom child of God 
Must not — would not — ^if he might." 

We must not, however, dwell at our usual length 
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upon this subject, as we have to consider other 
Bcriptures in which the wonderful " yet " appears. 

" Although my house," says the Psalmist, " be not 
BO with God." By this language we xmderstand him 
to mean, that there were many things, both with re- 
spect to his own house and his kingdom in general, 
that gave him much anxiety — ^that caused him real, 
heartfelt — ^yea, the very keenest — anguish and sorrow. 
TTifl agonizing feelings with respect to his rebellious 
Absalom were doubtless fresh upon his recollection. 

How touching the record in regard to _ . , , ., . 
T • «« A J S_ !_• T_ J David s bitter 

him :" And the kmg was much moved, i^j^entation. 

and went up to the chamber over the ' 
gate, and wept : and as he went, thus he said, my 
son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom ! would God 
I had died for thee, Absalom, my son, my son ! " 
.(2 Sam. xviii. 33.) Apart from this, there were 
other painful experiences which were instrumentally 
to "bring his sin to remembrance," and only too 
forcibly to remind him of the Lord's declaration by 
the prophet Nathan, " Now, therefore, the sword shall 
never depart from thy house " (2 Sam. xii. 10). And, 
whilst David felt how just the Lord was in His judg- 
ments, and how He chastised in fatherly love, wis- 
dom, and discretion, he was enabled patiently and 
tranquilly to bow to His divine will and righteous 
indignation against sin and all ungodliness. Ah, 
reader, the Lord will never connive at or coimtenance 
sin in His people. He loves them too weU, and 
hates sin too much, for this. Be assured. He will 
ever bear in mind and act up to the testimony, " If 
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His cMdren forsake my law, and -walk not in my 
judgments ; if they break my statutes, and keep not 
my commandments ; then will I visit their trans- 
gression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. 
Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly 
take from Him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. 
My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips " (Psalm Ixxxix. 30 — 34), 
Whilst, therefoare; there was this surrender upon 
liie part of David, and this entire falling into the 
hands of the Lord, there was, at the same time, 
the imspeakably blessed satisfaction arising from a 
thorough heartfelt conviction that " His times were 
in the Lord's hands" (Psalm xxxL 16). He felt 
— and he rejoiced in the fact — ^that the Lord — and 
the Lord alone — ^had the appointment, the regolatmg, 

the working out, of all and everything 

. . appertainin&f to him. He felt his own 
resignation. ^^. « . ^ , « . i . , 

want of wisdom and KNresight ; he was 

deeply sensible of his own utter weakness and in- 
ability to say or to do aught that would, in the 
leastwise, minister to his own good ot Gbd's gloTji 
and h^ice, as a little child, he seeks to fall into the 
Lord's hand, precisely in the spirit which he mani- 
fested so soon afterwards, when, in req)eot to ih« 
numbering of the people, and the gmlt and condemna- 
tion he entailed upon hiiiiself thereby, he exclaimed, 
" I am in a great strait : let us fall now into the hand 
of the Lord, for His mercies are great ; and let me 
not fall into the hand of man " (2 Sam. xxiv. 14). 
By the way, does not this very &ct of what David 
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said in the 23rd, and what we read he did in the 24th 
chapter, go to prove what we just now stated about 
its not being safe to trust the Lord's people P They 
cannot bear unmingled prosperity ; they must have 
weight, and care, and anxiety. Their comfort and 
thdbr rejoicing cannot long be given without an ad- 
mixture of the bitter with the sweet — ^the gall witii 
the honey. The paschal lamb must be eaten with 
bitter herbB. They must, in various ways, be 
raminded that they are on pilgrimage, that they 
are still in an enemy's land. 

But how sweet, withal, dear reader, to be able to 
adopt the poet's words — 

** Boast not, ye sons of eartH, 

Nor look with scornful eyes ; 
Above yowr highest mirth 

My saddest hours I prize ; 
For, though my cup seems filled with gall, 
A sometlmig secret sweetens all/' 

Ah, reader, do you know somewhat of that "some- 
thing secret " P What a mercy, if you _, ^ . 
, , J T_ , .A The secret of 
do ! and what a mercy it you can per- . , j. , 

sonally add, with the Psalmist, " Yet 
He hath made with me — ^yes, with me, poor, vile, 
ill-and-hell-deserving sinner though I am — ^an ever- 
lasting covenant." It was made from everlasting, 
and it is to abide through everlasting ; and, as it is 
to reach from eternity past through all eternity to 
oome, it must, of necessity, embrace the little space 
— 4ihe mere moment (by comparison) of the time- 
state. Moreover, it is a covenant — an engagement 

entered into by the eternal Three, Father, Son, 

I 
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and Holy Ghost, and signed and sealed in love 
and blood — ordered, devised, regulated, eompreliend- 
ing and embracing all things. What can be more 
definite P what more conclusive ? what can have been 
overlooked, or not taken into the account? "A 
covenant ordered in all things." Then, of necessity, 
it foresaw and provided against my every state and 
condition, in all the minute details of my every-day 
<and all-the-day life ; where I should be — ^what I 
should be — with whom I should meet — ^with what 
I should have to contend ; all my cares, aU my 
anxieties, all my perplexities ; my every ache and 
pain; my personal trials, my relative trials, those 
appertaining to my body, those respecting my soul ; 
my joys, my sorrows ; my hopes, my fears; my songs, 
my sighs. Yes, each — all — everything, compre- 
hended and embraced in this covenant. "A cove- 

, nant ordered in all things." And not 
A well-ordered . v i. u >> a p 

covenant "^ ^^' sure. Sure of accom- 

plishment; as "sure" and certain of 
being wrought out in all its rich, and full, and 
blessed details as God the Lord could make it. His 
wisdom. His love. His power. His oath engaged to 
fulfil and carry it oui>- 

" 'Twas made with Jesus for His bride 
Before the sinner fell; 
'Twas signed, and sealed, and ratified. 
In all things ordered well." 

Then the Psalmist adds, " For this is all my salva- 
tion, and all my desire, although He make it not 
to grow." " This w " are in italics, and consequently 
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not in the original. Omitting the words which have 
thus been supplied, it would convey the idea — and 
a glorious and incontrovertible verity it is — ^that 
the covenant thus ordered in all things and sure was 
for the working out and the development of his salva- 
tion. 

In one of our old Bibles the passage is thus ren- 
dered: "Even as the morning light when the sun 
riseth, the morning, I say, without clouds, so shall 
thine house be, and not as the grass of the earth is 
by the night rains [which groweth quickly and soon 
fadeth], for shall not mine house be with God? for 
He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, 
perfect in all parts, and sure ; therefore all mine 
health and whole desire is, that He wiU not make 
it grow so " [but that my kingdom may continue for 
ever according to His promise]. 

The language, beloved, is clearly expressive of a 
time of wrestling, waiting, and watching upon the 
part of the Psalmist. There was much which he 
desired to see, but was not permitted to behold. 
Hence he was called to the exercise of faith and 
prayer, just as we read in the 11th of the Hebrews, 
" These all died in faith, not having re- 
ceived the promises, but having seen ., /? *^ 
them afar oflf, and were persuaded of of faith 
them, and embraced them, and con- 
fessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth." And this is, in reality, the safest and the 
sweetest position for a child of God here in this vale 

of tears. As we have seen, when we consider what 

i2 
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lie is, as a poor fallen son of Adam, and where he 
is, " in the midst of so many and great dangers," it 
is for his good and for his Lord's glory that he 
should be kept in a simple dependent condition, with 
abundant cause and absolute necessity for self-distrust, 
creature-rejection, and a ceaseless and uninterrupted 
waiting at a throne of grace, and pleading the pro- 
mises for the profit and well-being of his own soul, 
and the furtherance of Jehovah's kingdom and gloiy. 
And every trial, temptation, care, sorrow, perplexity, 
that is sanctified of the Holy Ghost, and thus 
operates upon the heart and mind of the subject of 
such trial or temptation, shaJl prove, in the sequel, 
to have been in very deed among "the all things 
that work together for good to them who love Qod, 
and who are the called according to His purpose '^ 
(Eom. viii. 28). 

" Gkx)d, when He gives, supremely good, 
Nor less when He denies ; 
E'en crosses in His sovereign hands 
Are blessings in disguise." 
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THE DIVINE APPEAL AND GRACIOUS 

ASSURANCE. 

** Can a woman forget her sucking childy that she should 
not have compassion on the son of her womb ? yea^ 
they may forget^ yet mil I not forget thee " (Isa. 
xljy. 15). 

We learn from the chapter whence this passage is 
taken, that the question thus so mercifully and con- 
descendingly proposed is in answer to Zion's excla- 
mation, " The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord 
hath forgotten me.'' No greater wrong could have 
been done to the Lord than thus to charge Him with 

forgetfulness and unfaithfulness; and 

I ji i 1 • 1 I • "!_ i. * ears suici 

yet, reader, this, alas ! is what we are fbithftiineaB 

all prone to do whenever the Lord is 
pleased to try the faith He gives, and that for the 
express purpose of strengthening that faith, and glori- 
fying Himself, the Author and Maintainor of it. 

In marvellous condescension and boundless love 
and pity, the Lord is pleased to meet the objection ; 
and He meets it, moreover, in such a way as is at once 
calculated to appeal to the inmost soul. He adopts 
an argument drawn from one of the most familiar 
facts of every-day life. " Can a woman," says the 
Lord Jehovah, "forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her womb? " 



118 GOiyS PROMISES: 

The question has not reference simply to a child, but 
a sucking child ; one whose very helplessness and ever- 
recurring necessities render it the more dependent 
upon the watchful eye and ever-constant regard of 

the mother ; and who, in turn, from 

Reciprocal ^^^ y^jy mode by which she is enabled 

necessi y - ^ nourish her ofifeprinff, is perpetually 

tween mother • ^ . o .. a u 4. mi. 

and child remmded of it and its wants. There 

is, with respect to both mother and 
child, a striking reciprocity — ^the need of the one is 
met by the need of the other ; the emptiness of the 
babe makes it a fit recipient for tiie overflowing ful- 
ness and superabimdance of the mother. Not more 
pitiable would be the condition of the offspring unsup- 
plied than that of the mother whose nourishment was 
not 'called for. The one would perish from want; 
the other from superfluity. 

Oh, reader, how sweet if we are enabled to 
spiritualize this idea, and to contemplate the great 
fact that Jesus hath need of poor sinners, even as poor 
sinners have need of Jesus ! Where was the proof of 
the eflBcacy of the blood, — ^where the evidence of the 
perfection and comeliness of the righteousness, — 
where the tokens of His inexhaustible fulness and 
preparedness to meet the exigencies of all comers, if 
there were no poor, guilty, naked, undone sinners such 
as we are ? It is upon these groimds that there is such a 
beautiful and blessed adaptation between a mighty Sa- 
viour and otherwise helpless and utterly lost sinners. 

Moreover, how striking is the figure the Lord 
has graciously employed for the setting forth of the 
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greatness and the oeaselessness of His love ! Who 
but has observed and admired the keenness and the 

susceptibility and the devotion and the 

I. j_*i_i ^ If J^ mother's 
unwearying, inexhaustible nature oi a 

•^ ° unwearying 

mother's — ^and especially a nursing devotion, 
mother's — ^love ? Let the babe and her- 
self be separated for a little season, how does the 
heart of the one yearn after the other ! If absent 
from home, she leaves her heart at home. If the 
babe be in one part of the house and the mother 
in another, the cry or the veriest movement of that 
babe is noted by the mother, where the attention of a 
stranger, or one less interested, has in no wise been 
drawn to it. Why this ? Oh, it is the oneness of 
interest — ^the identity — ^the life ! The very existence 
of the mother is, as it were, incorporated and absorbed 
in that of the child ! Herself is forgotten in the 
child ! She lives — she would die — ^for her child ! 
Her child is her every-day and all-the-day theme! 
Her child is among her first thoughts and her last ! 

What a touching scene was presented in the papers 
a short time since ! At the recent large and de- 
structive fire at Constantinople, a „ 

AX. \. A iL. xu j» XT. The mother's 

mother rushed from the scene of the - . , . . , 

. - - fatal mistake. 

conflagration to a neighbour, exclaim- 
ing, " Oh, my child ! my child ! I've saved my 
child ; the silver I've thrown down the well, but that 
can be picked up again ;" when lo, in glancing at the 
bimdle imder her arm, which she thought contained 
her child, she discovered that it was it, and not the 
silver, she had, in her haste and dismay, thrown down 
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the well ! The whole soene was changed in a moment! 
Her joy gave plaoe to shrieks of horror and the 
most agonizing distress ! 

But, then, the Lofd, in His kind and graoions 
argoment,' admits of the bare possibility of such ' 
forgetfulness. "Tea, they may forget." "It is," 
as if He would say, "just possible, although not at 
all likely." If the reader would have proof of the 
unlikelihood of such an ooeurrenoe, let him turn to 
the 3rd chapter of the 1st of TTirrgs, where that won- 
drous scene is presented to us in reference to two 
degraded objects of our poor fallen himianity. 

There is the wisdom exercised by Solo- 
Solomon's o i. • • 1^* \. A.\. 

wisdom ™^^ ascertammg which was the 

mother of the living, and which of the 
dead, child. We find the woman whose the living 
child was exclaiming to the king, " Oh, my lord, give 
her the living child, and iu no wise slay it." Ah, 
why was this ? Because she was the mother, and 
because " her bowels yearned upon her son." 

"Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 

should not have compassion upon the son of her 

womb ? yea, they may forget ; yet— oh, that blessed 

yet — ^yet will I not forget thee." It implies that, near 

and dear as the child is to the mother, it is neither so 

near nor so dear as every child of God is to the Lord. 

Further, it says, " Behold I have graven thee— 

mark the words, " graven," not simjdy 

uraven upon .^j-^^jj ^^ inscribed, but " graven "— 

the hands. ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ,,^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 

my hands," the most delicate part of the hand, and 
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le moBt seen, and consequently the most remembered, 
[oreover, what is this or that object held by — ^the 
ick, or in the pahn, of the handP Folded up — 
rasped — ^held with tenacious grip, according to the 
due of the object and the power and ability of 
le holder. Has not many a drowning mother 
M her drowning child with a power almost 
tpematural P To imloose the grasp — to bend 
lok the fingers — were almost an impossibility. 
; was the grip of death in order to retain in 
:e! 

" Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of 
y hands." Reader, what mother ever has done 
is ? And the Lord adds, "Thy walls are continu- 
ly before me," setting forth the idea of an architect 
' builder regarding with special interest the pro- 
:ess of the walls of the building imder course of 
ection. So the Lord looks with peculiar pleasure 
id delight upon the advance of the heavenly temple, 
\ it rises stone after stone and course after course, 
itil finally "He shall bring forth the headstone 
lereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace imto 
" (Zech. iv. 7). Respecting this 
:eat and glorious Zion, we read in, . . 
te 102nd Psalm that even " the ser- -^ gion 
mts take pleasure in her stones, and 
vour the dui^t thereof," and in the 48th Psalm a 
.essed challenge is given, " Walk about Zion, and 
) roimd about her : tell the towers thereof. Mark 
3 well her bulwarks, consider her palaces ; that ye 
ay teU it to the generation following. For this 
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God 1b OTir God for ever and ever ; He will be our 
guide even unto death." 

Reader, what can be more blessed P The Lord 
grant us yet more and more to realize our own pe^ 
Bonal interest in these unspeakably-preoious verities! 
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MORE ROOM-MORE MERCY-MORE 

GRACE. 

** And yet there is room " (Luke xiv. 22). 

The "yet" before us, dear reader, is indeed en- 
couraging. What can be more so when we think 
who were invited to the marriage-feast, and hjwhom? 
Moreover, what a stxiking contrast is presented with 
respect to those who were invited and did not come, 
and those who did come ! The former were variously 
occupied, self-satisfied, and merely sought a continu- 
ance as they were and where they were. With the 
latter it was quite otherwise ; destitution, degrada- 
tion, disease, distress, depicted their conditioQ. Hence 
to them such an invitation, from such a source and 
for such a purpose, was the more welcome. It was 
their very position enhanced the value and the appro- 
priateness of so timely, so gracious, so condescending 
an invitation. Additional light is thrown upon this 
two-fold state of things to which we have thus briefly 
adverted, in the next chapter, depict- 
ing, as it does, the condition of the teftchinfa 
prodigal son both before and after the 
state of want to which he was reduced. How unlike 
his conduct and his language previous to the teaching 
connected with his wretchedness and misery with 
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bodi tbe one and the Gther qffermrtb; and yet liow 
abfioIotelT neceeBazy was the csdeal thiough wldcb 
he had passed, ia ozder that he shoold he bioa^ 
hecommgiT to feel his pcaEtLon and his pnril^es asa 
acm, with aQ the asso'i'ariniia and adrantagea of a 
home! 

Ah, reader, know tou not H}mewhat of the need 
of the seKWe oidcal of teaching and Wing, in 
order that spintaaQT and saTinglr joa might leaUn 
a measoie of the meny and the goodneea and the 
loTe of Him respecting whom and whose will yoa 
had little or no concern hefoxe? Oh, it was tliB 
famine and the hioaiger attendant thereupon — it was 
the ^* haring spent all and the heginning to he in 
wanf — that instramentallT familiariaRd yon with 
the touching saying, ^^ And when he came to himself" 
It was the &ct of yoor haTing heoi neeeasitited firom 
the force of dzeomstances to dass yourself with the 

^ poor, and the maimed, and the halt^ 
knowled^ and the Hind," that rendered the 

Grospel imitation so wdoome. Had 
yon been allowed to continue in nature's Tainly- 
imagined self-sufficieney ; had you still been per- 
mitted, in the carnal ignorance and pride of the 
human heart, to exdaim, ^^ I am rich and increased 
with goods^ and have need of nothing;'' had it 
never been discoTexed to you by Him who ^^killeth r 
and maketh alive, who woundeth and His hands 
make whole," the Gospel banquet, or Christy as the 
bread and water of life, would have had no attrao- 
tionsforyou. Hence how meroifdl the means (how- 



FArrWS PLEA. 125 

ever painM and flesh-denying) that lead to such 
an end. Happy the circumstances (distressing as in 
themselves they may be) which lead to a personal 
knowledge and the pledged friendship of the ever- 
gracious Benefactor ; sweet and salutary the affliction 
which hath enlisted the perpetual skill and tenderest 
sympathies of the great and good Physician ; happy 
the sorrow, merciful the suffering, which draws forth 
the compassion and the succour of Him who loveth 
at all times, and who sticketh closer than a brother. 

Eeader, if you are under what we would call the 
preliminary teaching — ^that is, amder trial which is 
intended to lead to a certain good and gracious end 
— ^we congratulate you even upon your present con- 
dition ; for " He maketh sore " that He may " bind 
up," "He woundeth" that "His 
hands may make whole." Tea, more, ^l^d m 

« The Lord killeth and mateth alive ; ^^^^^^!^ °^^« 

auve. 
He bringeth down to the grave and 

bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor and maketh 

rich ; He bringeth low and lifteth up. He raiseth 

up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar 

from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to 

make them inherit the throne of glory" (1 Sam. 

ii. 6—8). 

The words, " And yet there is room^^ were brought 

to our mind, dear reader, in connection with certain 

labours of the past day. It has fallen to our lot on 

sundry occasions to take the chaplain's duty at this 

or S gaol ; and, painful as is L position, yet we 

have ever found it profitable. Just as we entered 
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the prison yesterday for the purpose of oondnctmg 
the morning service, whilst the prisoners were passing 

. separately up to the chapel — ^for the 

Pnson service, i i i. j* ix^ ^ vt t_ l • 

whole routine oi the establishment ib 

conducted upon the silent system — we were asked, 
as we commented upon the musical powers of a former 
warder, " Have you ever heard the piece, * Too Late?* 
If not, at the close of the service, you shall hear it" 
The service for the morning being for the female 
prisoners, we chose John iv. for our subject, and sought 
to show the great condescension and tender compas- 
sion of Jesus in meeting with the woman of Samaria; 
that the " needs be " for His going through Samaria 
was that He had certain purposes of love and mercy 
treasured up in His heart towards her ; that, 
although He knew she was a great sinner, He in- 
tended to pardon her sin. He brought it home to 
her heart and conscience with so much gentleness 
and compassion ; He drew her into conversation ; He 
even suffered Himself, in proof of Hi's manhood, 
"to be wearied with His journey;" and, in His 
thirst, even asked for a draught of water at the 
hands of this poor woman, and that poor woman a 
great sinner I Moreover, in proof of His condescen- 
sion, whilst He would not really tell the Jews who 
He was, nor even answer Pilate as to whether He was 

the Christ or not, in reply to the 

^^^ . woman's saying, "I know tiiat Mes- 
condescension . i .-i u* i. • n j m. • l 

f Ch • t ^^ Cometh, which is called Christ ; 

when He is come. He will tell us all 
things," He said, " I that speak unto thee am Se^ 
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How great proof was this of His condescension, as 
well as of His interest in the poorest and most 
fiinfol! Having endeavoured to press the matter 
home upon the poor prisoners, and to show that what 
the Lord was in the days of His flesh He is now — ^for 
He is " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever" — ^the service was concluded with the 
piece before referred to, "Too Late." We could 
not distinguish the words, and hoped the prisoners 
could not either ; for, as far as the subject was con- 
cerned, it clashed with that which had just engaged 
our attention — ^that " living water ; " that forgetting 
everything but her sin, and He who had discovered it 
to her ; that leaving her waterpot, and making her 
way into the city, and saying, " Come, see a man 
which told me all things ever I did : is not this the 
Christ?" and their after-declaration unto the woman, 
" Now we believe, not because of thy saying, for we 
have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is in- 
deed the Christ, the Saviour of the world." Oh, no, 
no, this Gospel — ^these glad tidings — savour not of 
being " Too laU^^ but rather of the great and 
glorious fact, " And yet there is room^^ in accordance 
with that sweet invitation, — 

" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched; 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore ; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, 
Full of pity, join'd with power. 

He is able. He is willing, 

Doubt no more." 

Leaving the chapel, we went from cell to cell, 
conferring with prisoner after prisoner, up to fifty in 
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number. And oh, reader, what lessons of instmotion 

were thus set before ns ! Men of all 

Prison scenes. « • i_ j i. xi. 

ages, £rom sixty down to the mere 

youth of eleven or twelve ; their terms of imprison- 
ment ranging £rom a month to seven years ! Others, 
again, awaiting their trial. How marked, moreov^, 
the difference of the latter to those who had be^i 
tried and convicted ; the one mating the best of their 
fate ; the other seeking to excuse or justify them- 
selves, as if hoping it would weigh on their behalf 
when arraigned at the bar of justice. Ah ! one saw 
what a mercy it was, in a spiritual sense, to have been 
charged as a transgressor, brought in guilty, and to 
have been led to see and acknowledge the justness 
of the charge and the condemnation. What a mercy 
for the mouth of self-justification to have been 
stopped ! Eeader, is this the case with^ot^ ? Have 
you pleaded guilty ? Have you nought to say why 
sentence should not be pronounced against you? 
Are you standing a poor self-condemned culprit at 
the bar of Divine justice, crying, — 

" Mercy, O Lord, is my only plea, 
Oh, let Thy mercy come P" 

Oh, how great the mercy if such indeed be your 
condition ! 

Again, how great was the difference between the 
married and the single! How would the counte- 
nance change, the tears rush to the eyes, and roll 
down the cheek, when the wife and the children 
were named I Then, again, if the mother, especially 
if she were dead, were spoken of, how marked was the 
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effect! One case in this respect was particularly 

affecting. The youthful prisoner had run away 

during his apprenticeship, had gone to 

sea, and been wrecked. Eetuminff ^ 

nmawav 

home, his father had discarded him. 
This drove him to theft, for which he was now a 
second time incarcerated. It might do such fathers 
good were they to read and carefully consider the 
story of the prodigal. How unlike the conduct of his 
father ! There was one youth of about twelve, looking 
pale and haggard, whose term of imprisonment was 
just terminating, who shed the bitterest tears. There 
was another of about sixteen ; he, for disobedience, 
was under extra punishment. There was a callous- 
ness and an obduracy about this prisoner that made 
us most apprehensive for his future. When, in 
answer to the inquiry as to the extent of their sen- 
tence, several said, " Seven years ! " the countenances 
of each fell, and a species of despair betrayed itself. 
StiU, whilst we thought of " seven years ! " what 
may befall one in seven years ? How many of us 
may be taken ere seven years shall have rolled away! 
— still, we say, we sought, even under these circum- 
stances, to inspire hope. "Gfive yourself to reading; 
study the Bible ; ask God to overrule even your pre- 
sent circumstances for good ; you have now a season 
for reflection ; your position might have been worse ; 
had you not been stopped, you might have gone 
from bad to worse. Many have told me, in this 
very place, that they were thankful they were brought 
here. One has said so this very morning. More- 
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over, if your conduct be good, your term of im- 

_ . prisonment may be shortened/' Oh, 

Prisoners' • 

. .. how the eye would gliaten at that 

veriest intimation! But, reader^ how 

general was the acknowledgment — ^in abnost every 

case, moreover, most freely and frankly given — as 

the reason for being where they were ! Drink, bad 

company, disregard of the Sabbath 1 Case after case, 

nimibering fully four-fifths of the whole, was thus 

given. 

We retired from that gaol with the heart op- 
pressed and the mind charged to the utmost. We 
have been tempted sometimes, when thus engaged 
in this prison-work — ^but as^yet have never been able 
to sum up courage for the occasion — to test some- 
what of a prisoner's feelings in the following way. 
In order that we might know something of the 
tediousness and monotony of time, in a prisoner's es- 
timation, we have been inclined to ask a turnkey to 
lock us into one of the cells for an hour, without 
watch to know the time, or book or aught else to 
occupy us. We much question if that hour would 
not appear to be three at least ! What, then, must 
days and nights, weeks, and months, and even 
years, be ? 

As we think of the merciful contrast between 
ourselves and these our poor fallen fellow-oreatures, 
we can only exclaim : 

" Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm consfarain'd to be; 
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee !" 
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In the afterpaxt of the day, we met a dear tried 
servant of the Lord, whose position is one of 
great weight and responsibility. His mind, he 
said, had been recently very greatly exercised 
by a case which had of late come 
under his notice. We dare not enter ^* ^*^®' 
into particulars ; but, with the hope of its awakening 
a prayerful solicitude in the hearts of our readers, 
we will just state, that the rescue of the person in 
question from the perilous position into which he had 
been permitted to plunge himself, was more than 
marvellous — ^it was miraculous ! It was the astound- 
ing interposition of the outstretched hand of an 
omniscient Almighty Jehovah. 

Readers, during a most restless night — ^in the 

waking hours of that night — our heart has gone up 

to the Lord on behalf of this personally altogether 

unknown one. It is a case — one of the most 

touching — ^we have ever known or heard of. He 

fails to see — much less to acknowledge — ^the most 

merciful hand of God in regard to his rescue. He is 

sceptical — ^yea, apparently quite infidel — in so-called 

principle; and yet marvellous — ^most marvellous — 

the most, we repeat, we have ever heard of — ^has been 

his deliverance ! Is there nothing in this P No 

object P no purpose P no mercy P These 

words have come to us in our midnight 

luercv m 
wrestlings: "Is not this a brand gtoreP 

plucked out of the fire?" (Zech. iii. 2.) 

It would appear as though there were a something 

upon his mind the which he feels he cannot out- 

k2 
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fare— -some tremendous mental presBoie. If ow, (^ 
tluit it would plase the Laid, if it be His gracioos 
Borereign will, jo^ to show him that it is not only 
hj a Dirine power he has been sustained, bat by a 
Divine hand he has been reecned! Oh, that it 
would please the Loud to do towards him all that 
was done with respect to Joshna the high priest, 
in the chapter from which we hare jnst qnoted! 
Would that it might please the Lord to deal towards 
this poor Satan-possessed one, just as He did with 
Saul of Tarsus, when, on his murderous errand to 
Damascus, He said, ^* Saul, Saul, why persecotest 
thou me ?" (Acts ix. 4) ; or with the poor devil- 
haunted one by the Sea of Gadara, idio, notwith- 
standing the £ebct that ^^no man could bind hiin^ 

no, not with chains, because that he 
^<^^ had often been bound with fetters and 
chains, and the chains had been plucked 
asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces ; 
neither could any man tame him;'' yet it was 
only for Jesus — ^the despised Nazarene — ^to say 
" Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit," 
and the immediate and blessed effect was that 
he was found at the feet of Jesus, *^ sitting 
and clothed, and in his right mind:" ay, 
and as an undoubted proof of the reality of 
the mighty change that had passed upon him, 
he desired, in the gratitude of his heart and 
in the sweet glow of love for His person, 
that "he might be with Him" (see Mark v. 
1—20). 
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Ah, dear reader, what cannot JESUS do P " Is 

there anything too hard for the Lord P" Some of ua 

who have been, as it were, down to the very ante- 

ohambers of hell, and rescued there- 

from, are bound to testify to this blessed 

... penence. 
fact, that " all things are possible with 

OOD ! " Some of us who, by grace and power divine, 
have been snatched from the very jaws of destruction, 
when we have concluded our doom were as really 
fixed and sealed, as though we were already in the 
bottomless pit, cannot, dare not say, much less sing, 
" Too late ! too late .'" No, but we will take up — ^and 
that hopefully and prayerfully, too — the precious lan- 
guage that has so forced itself upon the heart in 
reference to this very case, ^^And yet there is roomP 
"We know not how it is, but so it is, that this case 
— although, as we have said, personally perfectly 
unknown to us — ^yet it is so deeply and powerftdly 
laid upon our heart. Oh, that it may be of God ! 
Oh, that He may prove it to be so ! What we now 
write may not — ^we know not that it is at all likely 
it ever will — come into the hands of the party in 
question. Yet we feel thus prompted to write, and, 
moreover, again to ask our readers to seek to bear 
this case upon their hearts before the 
Lord. Ah, one whisper from Him — j^ 
one touch, as it were, of His finger 
— the " Why persecutest thou me P " would suf- 
fice to banish Satan — ^to silence every specious 
argument — and to possess the mind, even of 
this sceptic, with the sweetness, the teachable- 
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ness, and the power of a new-bom babe in Obrist 
Jesus. 

Ah, ye poor carping ones, if we should happen to 
address such, if there be no reality in Divine revelation 
— no truth in vital godliness — ^no supernatural influ- 
ence or power working in the hearts of men — ^how 

comes it to pass that one poor creature 
. , should feel as we do at this moment 

sympathy? ^^^ another poor Mien feUow-creatureP 
We declare before the great Searcher 
of hearts, that one of the most joyous pieces of 
intelligence that could possibly reach our ears and 
touch our heart would be tidings that this poor 
Satan-deluded one, of whom we have spoken, had 
been brought, by the precious power of the Holy 
Ghost, a poor sin-convinced, ardent suppliant at the 
footstool of Divine mercy. Tea, it would give us 
inexpressible joy and unbounded satisfaction to hear 
the Lord had said with regard to him, " Deliver In'm 
from going down to the pit ; I have found a ransom: " 
and, at the same time, given him a blessed participa- 
tion in that Divine assurance, "We know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to His purpose" 
(Bom. viii. 28). So that all that this poor desperate 
or distracted or despairing one has ever gone through, 
or is now encountering, is only a means or instru- 
mentality by which his heart shall thus be brought 
to surrender to Him who is worthy of our most entire 
obedience, homage, and love ; and who, in answer to 
the saying, "Lord, it is done as Thou hast oom- 
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manded, and yet them ie room^^ ooHmussianfi BJiB 
servaaits to '^ go oat into the highwajB and hedges, 
and com/pel them to oome m^ thaJt His house may be 
fiUed." 

We ask again, if there be no truth in Ghiistianity, 
naught that is supernatural aud altogether distinct 
from merely himian feeling or natural 
sympathy, whence, for example, our in- Cnnstian 
terest in tins persoW unknown one? Hy^PatJya 
Why have we touched a chord in power 
many a reader's heart, which we doubt 
not by our brief reference to this case, we have done, 
that shall lead such reader for the time being to for- 
get his own case, and to forego his own claims, in an 
intense anxiety and a holy wrestling at the mercy- 
seat on behalf of this imknown one P Is this natural? 
Can it be accounted for upon merely human grounds P 
Can simple morality, kindly feeling, or your boasted 
philosophy, produce this ? We say, firmly and un- 
hesitatingly. No. It is a supernatural power. It is 
that which is begotten by the Holy Ghost in the 
hearts of the Lord's Spirit-quickened ones, and is 
in measure and degree akin to the feelings which 
possessed Moses when he said, " Oh, this people have 
sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 
Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin — ; and if not, 
blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book which Thou 
hast written" (Exod. xxxii. 31, 32). Ah, what mere 
human love or natural sympathy can come up to this 
standard, or that which prompted the Apostle Paul 
to exclaim, " I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, 
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my oonscieiioe also bearing me witness in the Holy 
Ghosty that I have great heaviness and continnal 
sorrow in my heart. For I cotild wish that myself 
were aocnrsed from Christ for my brethren, my kins- 
men according to the flesh ? " 
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JEHOVAH-JESUS TRIUMPHANT. 

^* Tet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion '* 

(Psalm ii. 6) . 

What a glorious consideration is this, beloved! 
Amid all the dying circumstances of this poor perish- 
ing world, and the startling events that are now 
shaking empires to their very foundation, how cheer- 
ing is the reflection, that there is a kingdom which 
can never be moved, and a King who . 
will eternally and iminterruptedly y^ y j " 
reign ! Nothing can disprove this great 
and glorious fact. Perplexing and bewildering as is 
the external working and general appearance of 
events, yet naught has arisen, nor can arise, to inter- 
fere with, much less to frustrate, the divine purposes 
of Him who " worketh all things after the counsel of 
His own will " (Eph. i. 11). Blessed be His great 
and adorable name, "He doth according to His 
will in the army of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth; and none dare stay His 
hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou ?" (Dan. iv. 
35). "The Lord sitteth upon the flood; yea, the 
Lord sitteth King for ever" (Psahn xxix. 10). And 
the real — and only happy — ^position of a child of God, 
under the present aspect of things, is, to seek and 
to realize grace £rom on high, in order to " be still 



188 GOD'S PROMISES: 

and know that He is God ;*' for " He will be exalted 
among the heathen ; He will be exalted in the 
earth " (Psalm xlvi. 10). The mercy is to rest in 
Him, and to rejoice in the fact, thaty howeirer subtle 
the enemy, or whatever the artifices of men as 

_ . ., prompted by the wickod <mib^ nofthin? 

Best in the ^ / ^ - 4. ^ -^x. 

T , can by any means mteriere with, or 

even in the leastwise retard, the course 
which Jehovah, &om all eternity, designed to pursue. 
The powers of darkness, as well as all the combined 
effi)rts of man, can but be subservient to the wise 
and unerring will and pleafiure of Him who is ^won- 
derful in counsel and excellent in working " (Isa. 
xxviii. 29). 

"What precious appeals are those, beloved read^, 

contained in the 40th of Isaiah : ^* Who hath directed 

the Spirit of the Lord, or being His counsellor hadi 

taught Him ? With whom took He counsel, and 

. who instructed Him, and taught Him 

of Jehov^!^ in the path of judgment, and taught 
Him knowledge, and showed to Him 
the way of understanding ? Behold, the nations are 
as A drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small 
dust of the balance : behold, He taketh up the isles 
as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not suffi- 
cient to bum, nor the beasts thereof sufficient tor a 
burnt offering. All nations before Him are as nothing ; 
end they are counted to Him less than nothing, and 
vanity. To whom then will ye Hken God ? or what 
likeness will ye compare unto Him ? The woikman 
melteth a graven image, and thegoldfiniii^ qireadeth 
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it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. He 
that is 80 impoverished that he hath no oblation 
chooseth a tree that will not rot ; he seeketh unto 
hi'm a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, 
that shall not be moved. Have ye not known? 
Have ye not heard? Hath it not been told you 
from the beginning? Have ye not understood from 
the foundations of tiie earth ? It is He that sitteth 
upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants 
thereof are as grasshoppers ; that stretcheth out the 
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a 
tent to dwell in: that bringeth the princes to 
nothing; He mak^th the judges of the earth as 
vanity. Tea, tiiey shall not be planted ; yea, they 
shall not be sown : yea, their stock shall not take 
root in the earth : and He shall also blow upon them, 
and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take 
them away as stubble. To whom then will ye liken 
me, or shall I be equal ? saith the Holy One. lift 
up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created 
these things, that bringeth out their host by num- 
ber : He calleth them all by names by the greatness 
of His might, for that He is strong in power ; not 
one faileiii" (Isa. xl. 13—26). 

The arguments, dear reader, are so blessed, and so 
exactly adapted to the times in which we live, and 
the circumstances in which our lot is cast, that we 
could not refrain from quoting the foregoing verses ; 
And then how sweetly are they followed up both by 
B31 appeal to the Lord's dear exercised children, and 
the most blessed and unquestionable assurance that 
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tibey riiall \e stzengtlieiied, sostamed, and detiyered. 
01^ ho^ tnie it 18, beEeTer, that 6od--«Ten oor oim-- 



" God mores in a nTrtenoos wsj, 
ffis wonders to perfimn; 
He i^ants His footstep s in the 
And rides npon the storan. 

** Deep in nnfathomsble mines 
Of uever-faUing skill. 
He treasores op His bright dfrigna^ 
And works ffis sorVeign wiD. 

" Blind unbelief is sore to err. 
And scan His work in Tain; 
Gk>d is His own interpreter. 
And He win make it plabL" 

The words of onr text, beloved, are, yon i¥in per- 
eeive, introdnced by another of the significant ^^ yets" 
which have of late engaged onr attention. Is it not 
partieolarly worthy of note that this dedaration of 

.... the setting: np a predons and srloiioiis 

The basis of ro. -.-x tt- ^ ;t x i. 

Christ' Christ as King stands, so to speak, npon 

khurdom. ^® ^®^ threshold of the blessed book 
of Psalms ? Moreover, the declaration 
is based npon the opposition and the enmiiy both 
to Him and His reign. Now this is a most cheering 
consideration to the Lord's dear family, because it 
fortifies them with a scriptural argument with which 
to repel the taunts and insinuations of the carnal 
as to the character of Him who is emphatically de- 
clared to be the Prince of Peace, and as to the 
nature of His reign and dominion. The kingdom 
of Christ is set up upon the ruins of the fall. He 
is to be eternally glorified as a conqueror. His king- 
dom is to be established upon the footing that He 
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has fought and triumphed over Satan, sin, death, 
hell, and the grave ! This should ever be borne in 
mind ; and, in proportion as this great truth is kept 
in view, will light be thrown upon the conflict in 
which every true follower of Christ is engaged. The 
true Christian is, in his little measure and degree, 
to follow in the divine footsteps of his Lord and 
Master. Hence, as He encountered opposition, as 
He had to wage a deadly and a perpetual warfare 
with the powers of darkness, so, in their little day 
and generation, have all His followers. He declared, 
when on earth, that "the disciple should not be 
above his master, nor the servant above his lord " 
(Matt. X. 24). 

There are, moreover, two great and gracious 
features which are inseparable from this very posi- 
tion : first, the unspeakably precious _ ^ . 

i i.1. • 1 • XT ;i j\ The fruits of 
promises of their glonous Head and persecution. 

Lord, which are directed specially and 
particularly to this condition; and, secondly, tho 
sweet and altogether divine and supernatural personal 
realizations which are inseparably connected there- 
with. The apostles when " beaten and commanded 
(by the council) that they should not speak in the 
name of Jesus," were only the first of that " great 
cloud of witnesses " who " rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suflter shame for His name'* 
(Acts V. 41). 

Dear reader, cannot you testify before a gain- 
saying world, that some of the happiest moments 
you ever passed on earth were when you were re- 
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proadied for the name of Jesos? (5k, when -was it 
that joa had special oomnnmion irith your Lord? 
when had you ^ feUowship with Him in His sufikr- 
ings?" Was it not when "men reviled yon and 
persecuted you, and said all manner of evil against 
you fieJsely?" (Matt v. 11.) Ah, was it not thcfn 

you were led to think upon Him who 

^^*^«. . " endured such contradiction of sinners 

tq^ against Himself" (Heb. xiL 3) ; " who, 

when He was reviled, reviled not again; 
when He suffered. He threatened not; but committed 
Himself to Him that judgeth righteously ?" (1 Pet 
ii. 23.) When, we ask, could you enter so feelingly 
and so sympathizingly into all that was foreshown 
by the prophet Isaiah of the contempt and the 
buffetings and the cruel and ignominious death of 
your Lord and Saviour, as when you yourself, in 
your own tiny measure and degree, were called to 
bear reproach and to suffer wrongfully? Did you ever 
feel the words of Jesus, '^ Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do,'' as then P And were 
you ever, under other circumstances, so disposed to 
sympathize with the dying thie^ as when, ad- 
dressing his brother malefactor, upon their con- 
denmation, he exclaimed, ^^ And we indeed justly ; 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds; 
but this man hath done nothing amiss" P (Luke 
xxiii. 41.) 

We trust these few observations may serve, under 
God, to make the reader more patient and tranquil 
under suffering for his Lord's sake. 
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Hoiir siireet, then, belovedy 19 the oonsideration, thaty 
in spite of all opposition, and in liie exerdse of the 
graee, the lore, the tender oompassion of His hearty 
God the Father hath set up as Xing in Zion our most 
glorious Christ ! What proof is given thereby^ of 
even the Father's love to, and interest in^ poor sin- 
ners! How does Jesus Himself dwell upon the 
Father's love, when He specially ad- . 

dresses Him in the 17th of John ; and , . ^ 

how do both the apostles Paul and Father. 
Peter, in their several epistles, testify 
to the self-same fact ! It is very blessed, dear reader, 
to remember this, and to contemplate likewise the 
revelation and discovery of the fact imder the per- 
sonal ministry and divine power of the Holy Ghost. 
It is He — and He alone — ^that leads His children 
into all truth upon these great and glorious verities. 
" Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion." 
As much as to say, " Be the hatred or the hostility 
or the antagonism what it may, yet I — ^the im- 
mutable, the self-existent, the eternal I AM THAT 
I AM — ^have set my King upon my holy hill of 
Zion. He shall reign ; He shall have donnnion from 
sea to sea;" yea, with regard to His mediatorial 
kingdom and possession, God the Father says, " Ask 
of me, and I shall give Thee the heathen for Thine in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy 
possession " (Psalm ii. 8). How precious, reader, is 
the contemplation of this blessed covenant declaration 
of God our Father ; and, inasmuch as He hath said 
it, so it must be. Verily it shall come to pass. Not- 
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withstaiiding all the contentions of the powers of 

darkness, tiie word of Jehovah shall come to pass. 

*^ His counsel must stand, and He will do all Hi> 

pleasure '' (Isa. xlvi. 10). Verily, there must be a 

falfilment of the words of Jesus, in sweet response 

to this glorious declaration of the Father : " Father^ 

, I will that they also, whom Thou hast 
The will and . \. -i.\. i. t 

pleasure of ^^®^ °^®' ^® "^^ "^® ^^®^ •"■ ™^ ' 
Jesus. ^^^ ^®y ^^y behold my glory, 
which Thou hast given me: for 
Thou lovedst me before the foimdation of the 
world" (John xvii. 24). "And this is the 
Father's will which hath sent me, that of aU 
which He hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day" 
(John vi. 39). 

Now, dear reader, as before intimated, if the Lord 
the Spirit is pleased to fix these glorious verities in 
our hearts, it will not only lift us above all personal 
sorrows, worldly diflSculties, Satan's fiery temptations, 
but likewise render us placid and hopeM — ^yea, 
possess us with a holy confidence — ^in the midst of 
all that is taking place aroimd. Again, moreover,. 

as the Lord the Spirit is pleased to 

® ^^ t to^^® ^^ faith, we shall stand still, in a 

be frustrated. ^^^ ^^^ peaceful conviction, that the 

Lord Jehovah is working out, in His 
own wise, wonderful, and irresistible way, His 
own eternal purposes of love and mercy to His 
eternally chosen and everlastingly loved people, 
and wrath and indignation against eveiy final 
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opposer of His Son, and that kingdom which 
He has designed and declared shall be eternally 
set up. 

Oh, then, for faith to wait and patience to watch 
His hand, assured that every day, and every circum- 
stance connected with such every day, is only hasten- 
ing the coming and the everlasting reign and triumph 
of Him concerning whom the Father hath said, 
** Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of 
Zion." 

We cannot close without expressing our belief, 
that the events which are so rapidly occurring in 
our own times are leading us onward and onward 
to some great crisis. What that may be we attempt 
not to define ; but of this we are persuaded, beyond 
all doubt or hesitation, that it shall ultimately 
issue in the return and the everlasting triimiph 
of Him respecting whom Jehovah hath said, 
"I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it 
shall be no more, imtil He come whose right it is " 
(Ezek. xxi. 27). 

Eeader, we would close with the exhortation of 
our dear Lord and Master, and may He vouchsafe to 
each of us grace to attend thereunto : 
"Take ye heed watdi ^d Pyay: for^^^y^^"^ 
ye know not when the time is. Jbor 
the Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, 
who left his house, and gave authority to his ser- 
vants, and to every man his work, and commanded 
the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore: for ye 
know not when the master of the house cometh, at 
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even, or at midnight, or at the oookcrowingy or in 
the morning: lest coming suddenly He find you 
sleeping. And what I say unto you I say unto 
all, Watch " (Mark xiii. 83—87). 
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